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He diviſions of Chriſtendom are much to bo 
lamented; the effefts of them being ex- 


. ceeding evil ' Page * 
Chriſt made 7 needful proviſi 1015 againſt ſuch Diſ- 
ſentions amongſt Chriſtians = -7."Þs Jn 


W-To this end he eſtabliſhed a Spiritual we or 
Church on Earth 
This Church, with: the nity of it, the Romiſh- 
Church appropriateth to it ſelf "oO be 
This Controverſie betwixt that Church and Ours may 
be ſtated and decided by the conſi 1deration of the 
following Heads of diſcourſe: 
'E There are certain Principles-in: which the Roma- 
Y miſts and we agree, p. 4. 45 1.Chriſt always bad, . 
and always will have a Church on Earth, "al the 
world ends; P. 4. '2. This Church u a diſtin#t 
| Societyinit t ſelf, p 4+ - 3« This Church muſt be 
viſible, p. 5. 4. Within the bounds of thu 
. Church wa bave th only hope of ſafety hare aud 
hereafter, mage our hope 1s grounded on Gods 
A 2 ordinary 


/ *" 


\ The Contents. 
ordinary Evangelical Methods, p.5. 5+ This 
-Church is but one, p. 6. | 


II. In this one Chriſtian Church there are certain 
bands of Catholick-Unity: As 1. Unity in Be. 
 lief and Profeſſion, p. 6. 2. In Charity, p.7, 
3. In Worſhip, p.7. 4- In Diſcipline, p.8, 
5. In Set-forms ( in ſome ſort.) of Publick 
Worſhip, p. 10- TRICE 
UI, The Romaniſts bave mmjuſtly made, SubjeRi- 
on to: the See of. Rome, and to the pretendel 
Vicar of Chriſt init, the Pope, as the Univerſd 
Head and Monarch of the Chriſtian Church, th 
Principal Band of Catbolick-Unity, p.1 1,12. 
For firſt, for this Papal-Power there is no Evidena 
_ in Scripture, but there are ſtrong mntimations 
the cCOMrany, ©. P.13. 
Secondly, There is ſilence , concerning it, anong ſt th 
moſt antient and beſt Fathers of the Church p.1}, 
Thirdly, Hiſtory ſhews us by what evil ſteps the 
Romiſh ( burch arrived at this greatneſs : As 1.by 
uſurpation on the Rights of other Churches, p,13, 
' 2+ Byweakenins the Power of Temporal Prin- 
res, P. 1:6. 3. By abuſing their il-cotten Power 
1 making it inſtrumental to the introducing, ani] 
promoting of certain ſtrange and erroneous Do- 
erines, P17. 


IV.Thert 


| The Contenes. DS 


IV. There was a neceſſity of a Reformation inthe 
| Romiſh-(hurch\, and our (hurch. was reformed 
' - regularly, and with maintenance of the bounds of 
Catholick-Unity, p. 19. For 1. our Reforma- 
tion was managed with; the concurrence and en- 
 Couragement of the Subteme Power, Pp. 19. 
2. With the Adwce and deliberatMi*f the Clergy 
Aſſembled:inConvecation,” p. 20. '3.With juſt 
reſpect, to. the Antient Chriſtian Church, p. 21. 
Both as 'to 1. Doftrine, p. 21. 2. Govern- 
ment, p.22. 3. Worſhip, p. 23. 4. Rites, 
P- 25. In ſuch jortthat Our Reformed (hyrch, . 
' ts a ſound part of the Catholick Church, IT LE 


V. The Objeftiens of the Romaniſts againſt 6ur , | 
Church and the Reformation of it, are not valid, 
Object. 1. Concerning our rejefting DoQrines of 


Ria. ane HS Pad. 


the Church determmed by Councils. Anſwe- 
red, ns - *h 1166; 
fl © Object. 2. Concerning Reformation by means of a 
Wl general Council, Anſwered, > 38> 


Object. 3. Concerning the perſonal miſcarriages of 
ſome engaged in the Reformation. Anſwe- 
red, $39: 
nll Object. 4. Concerning our want of due Diſcipline. 
Jo- Anſwered, - EE  - | x 


=_ __ + Obje&s. 


_ 


— 
—— 
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The Contents. 
Object. 5. Concerning the Hereſies and Schiſms 

which have ſprung. up ſince the Reformation, and, 
as they pretend, out of i, p. 43- Anſwe- 
red, | P. 44 


VI. From the Premiſſes a Concluſion # drawn, ſhew- 
ing the Obligation which the People of England 
are under to embrace and continue in the Commu- 


nion of our Church, P. 49,&c. 


CATHOLICK CHURCH 


Maintained in the 
Church of ENG LAND. 


@ 2a, Hoſoever with an impartial eye, and a 

[01 | truly religious concern for the Honour 
1 [//=,| of God, the Credit of the Goſpel, and 

g\/ea\/A| the Salvation of men, . looks into 
SLSR?) the eſtate of Chriſtendom; he will 
ſcarce find any greater cauſe of ſorrowful RefleCtions 
than from the many Diviſions, and Animoſities, which 
have diſtraQted, and ſeparated its parts. 

Theſe .have. opened the mouths, and whet the 
tongues of profeſt enemies to reviling. Inve&ives and 
profane Scofts againſt our Blefſed Lord himſelf, and his 

y Religion, and ſtifled the firſt thoughts of admit- 
ting the moſt convincing Truths to a debate among 
Jews, Turks, or Pagans, and ſtopt their ears againſt the 
wiſeſt Charms. 

To no one cauſe can we more reaſonably impute the 
ſmall progreſs which Chriſtianity hath made in the 
World for a thouſand years paſt. The ſame con- 
teſts have as pernicious influence at home upon <4 
B Faith 


2 


The Union of the Catholick Church 


Faith or manners of thoſe within the Pale of the ' 
Church, 


Men are hereby too ſoon tempted into ſome degrees 
of Scepticiſm about very material Points of Chriſtian 
Do&rine, in which they obſerve ſo many to differ 
among themſelves. Others are the mypfe egfily ſedy. 
ced to ſeck and make much of all Arguments, whereby 
to bafle or weaken the cleareſt evidences fortheir con- 
viction : and they ſeldom continue long in the ſame 
perſuaſion with thoſe, with whom they will not main- 
tain the ſame Communian. ' Thus Schilms have general: 
ly ended in Hereſles. | 

As miſchievous are the effects of theſe Diſtra&tions. 
upon the manners of Chriſtians. There are many viti- 
ous, and diſorderly paſſions ; fuch as. Anger, Wrath, 
Hatred, Revenge, Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, &©c.. which 
take, Santuary therein, and. under. that ſhelter put in 
their claim for the height of Chriſtian Graces, and the 
moſt holy zeal for God and his Cauſe. Every where 
they break, or looſen the Diſcipline of the. Church, 
which ſhould guard its: children. from doing amiſs, or 


reſtore them atter it, when the laſt and moſt capital 


puniſhment of being thruſt out of irs Communion is 


| like to be little dreaded, where many voluntarily de- 
ſert it with. the higheſt pretences of better advantage 


ellewhere., | 
Now though this matter of fa&, confirmed by wo- 
tul experience, be a ſubje&t too-ſad for a long medita- 
tion, or paſſionate enlargement, yet is it no more than 
what might have been foreſeen, without a Spirit of Pro- 
pheſie,to follow from the corrupt nature, and depraved 
eſlate.of mankind not. otherwiſe reftified. Wherefore 
we muſt ſuppoſe that our ever. bleſſed Saviour, in the 


Foundations of. his holy Inſtitution, made all needful 


proviſion to preyent theſe fatal miſlcariages. R 
| y 


maintainedinthe Church of England. 


By theſufficient Revelation of all Fundamental Ar- 


ticles of Belief. By the as full Declaration of all the: 


neceſſary precepts of good life. By inculcating fre- 
quently, and preſſing moſt empharically thoſe com- 
mands concerning Love, Peace, Unity, Good Order, 
Humility, Meeknelſs, Patience, &c. diretly oppoſed to 
thoſe contentions, in every Page of the New Teſtament: 
Theſe it may ſuffice but to name. Ee, 

It will ſoon be granted, after tbe beſt proviſion of 
Rules, and: moſt convincing Arguments and Motives 
to ſtrengthen them, that there will be need of ſome 


Government to encourage all in their performance, to 


reſtrain ſome from offering violence to them,and to pro- 
vide for many emergencies. 

Our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, therefore, for the bet- 
ter ſecurity of his Truth, and the ſafer conduCt of 
thoſe which adhere to it, eſtabliſh'd a Society or 
Church in the World, which he purchaſed with the 
moſt ineſtimable price,dignified with the higheſt Privi- 
ledges, encouraged with the largeſt Promiſes, back'd 
with the moſt ample Authority,and will always defend 
with the ſtrongeſt Guard, againſt all Power, or Polic 
on Earth or under the Earth; ſo thar,as he hath told us, 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againft it. 

But now where this Church is to be found, and 
what are the meaſures of our Obligation to it, hath 
been a long and great debate, eſpecially between us and 
the Romaniſts. - In moſt of their lare Controverſial 
Books they have ſeemed ready to wave diſputes about 
particular points, in hopes of greater advantage, which 
they promiſe themſelves from this venerable name, and 
that bold, though moſt falfe and preſumptuous claim 
which they lay to the thing it ſelf, even excluſive to all 
others ; which will appear from the true, but ſhort and 
plain ſtate of the cafe between us, the chief deſign of 
thisattempr. 4 - -_..-0W 


T 


 TheUnity of the Catholick Church 


Now that we may not charge them, nor they us 
falſly or raſhly ; FE, 

]. It may be convenient fir/, to lay down ſome Prin- 
ciples concerning this Church in which they and we. 
ſeem moſtly agreed, though all our Writers expreſs not. 
themſelves alike clearly herein. 

IT. To propound the chief Bands of Unity within this; 

Church. 

' I. To mark out the moſt obvious DefeCtions from: 
them by the Romaniſts.. 

IV. To ſhew the Reformation in the Church of 
England proceeded, and was framed with all due regard. 
to the preſervation. of them.. | 

V. To clearit of the moſt common Objections. 

. VI. To conſider the ſtrong obligations from hence. 
upon all forts of Diſſenters among us to embrace, and 
continue in its. Communion. 

I.- The former. will ſoon be diſpatcht, which I reduce 
to the following particulars. | 

7... That our Bleſſed Saviour always had,and always 
will haye a Church in the World, 'in which his Do- 
Arine hath been, and. ſhall be fo. far profeſt, and his 
Sacraments ſo effeCtually adminiſtred, that they who 
rightly improve them may not want neceſſary ſupplies 
for their preſent ſpiritual life, or future hopes of Salya- 
tion : though the extent of the Church. as to its boun- 
daries, and the perfection of it in degrees may, be valt- 
ly different at one time, and in one place from ano- 
ther. This many Prophefies in the Old Teſtament, 
and Promiſes from our Saviour in the New give abun- 
dant ground for our Faith to rely upon, and the expe- 
rience of all Ages hitherto hath confirmed. 

2... That this Church is a diſtin& Society within: it 
ſelf, furniſhed with ſufficient Authority in ſome to Go- 
vyern, and Obligation in others to be Subject, neceſſary 


to every Society ; which the power. of the Keys Dy 


maintained in the Church of England. 


by our Lord to receive in, or ſhut out, and the exer* 
ciſe of Diſcipline from Divine Precepr, and Scripture 
Examples evince beyond all exception. .But then this 
Eccleſiaſtical Power, in whomſaever placed, or ftrai- 
ned to what height ſoever, can never extend to vacate, 
or change the expreſs Inſtitutions of Chriſt, or take 
away our Obligation to his revealed Truth, and direct 
Commands. In caſe of any competition the Apoſtles de- 
fence may be ours, We maſt obey God rather than mes: 
And St. Pauls profeſſion, We can do nething againſt the 
Truth, but for the Truth. And again, If we or au Angel 
from Heaven preach any other Goſpel, Sec. let him be ac- 
curſed, Gal.1. 8, 

3. This Church muſt be viſible, -as every Society is. 
more or leſs, whoſe parts are fo, and whoſe. Profeſſion. 
muſt be ſo. Qur entrance into it is in a viſible. 
manner by Baptiſmal Initiation. . Qur obliged Com- 
munion with.it is in diverſe outward ſenſible Ads, 
which the repreſentation of it by a Body or Building 
might:prove. More clearly. it. is likened to a City on a 
Hzil, which cannot be hid, Mat. 5. 14. Set up as the. 
Light of the world, an Enſign to rhe Gentiles, which all 
Nations ſhould flee unto, or. elſe. it would witneſs 
againſt them ;- wherein its Followers ſhould take San- 
ctuary,; and find a Refuge. x 

. Within theſe Boundaries we have the only hopes 
of ſafety here and happineſs hereafter. What God may 
do by his ſupereminent unaccountable power in an ex- 
traordinary caſe is preſumption for us but to inquire 
into. Out of this-Ark there is no proſpeCt given to us 
of any eſcape from the Univerſal ke 
Deluge. (a) All the ſpiritual Pro- S2. aligus ex calibu Tarrie , aber | 
miſes concerning this life or a bet- 0: eſt quod fibi quaſs in confeſſione No- 


; minis blandiatur, nm conftet fs occiſs euſe 
ter are made to this Church, the modi extra Ecclefiam ſuerint, Fldes corge 


Members of his Body who is the nam nor eſe, ſed penn potines eſe perfidiee . 
/ | Head. . 
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Nec #n Dome Dez inter unanimes habitat Head, Therefore the Apoſtles 


70s efſe, quos videmus de pacifict & Di» "A | | 
— furore diſcordie receſſſſe. preach to. Jews and Gentiles the 


S. Auguſt. & Ceteriin Conc. Cirtenſi adv. neceſſity of receiving this Chara- 


Donatiſtas. Ep. 152. T. 2+ p. 696. Edit. , | | 
Frob. 556. Quiſquis ergo ab bic Eccleſia Cer. Seeing there 1s no other name 


Catholica ſuerit ſeparatus, quantumlibet under Heaven | Hog among men, 


laulabilittr ſe vivere exiftimet, hoc ſolo 7 AHI | 
 ſeelere quod a Chriſti unitate disjuntius whereby We muſt eſe avedas St.P erer 


eſt, non babebit vitam. Sed ira Dei mg- atteſts, Afs 4. Ile 

net ſuper eum. Luiſqus autem "in bic- . _ 

Ecclefsa bene vixerit, nibil e3 prejudicant aliena peccatd. Tdem Ep. 204. ad Donatum Preſ- 
byterum Donatiſt. T. 2. þ.834. Foris autem ab Ecclefid conftitutus, & ſeparatus & compage 
unitatis, & vinculo Charitatis,terno. ſupplicio punirers,etiamſi pro Chriſti nomine vivus incen- 
Aertrise | | 


- 5. This Church is bur one. . It is an Article of our 
'Fairh, expreſt in our Creed to believe it ſo. For there 
be many members, yet but one body. One Spirit quick- 
ning all ; One Lord, and Head over all ; One God 
and Father -of all; one Faith; one Baptiſm, one 
Hope of our Calling in all, as the Apoſtle argues, 
Eph. 4.4,5,6,7,0c. 

IT. Now we are to enquire what are the chief Bands 
of Unity in the Church which make, keep, and evi- 
dence it to be one; How we may ſecure our ſelves 
within this Garden encloſed, this Spring ſhut up, this 
Fountain ſealed, as the Ancients uſually apply that 
Cant.4. 12, to thisone Encloſure of the C w_ 

7., This appears in the 7nity of Belief, not only in- 
wardly, but in the outward profefiion of the ſame 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints, and 
hath been generally preſerved, and continued down 
throughout all Ages of the Church. In teftimon 
whereof the molt eminent Biſhops upon their fir 
CI ſent to their Brethren Conteſſtons of their 
Faith, 


2. In 


maintained in the Church of England: 


- 
2. In the Unity of (a) Charity, and AﬀeCtion as Fel- 


low. members one of another. as well. as of the {ame Fl Grvong 


Head ; that if one ſuffer,al/ the reſt ſuffer with it, and if Harer.c.20. 
axe rejoyce. all rejoycewith it, Having an intimate Fel. $399. 9 
low-feeling of all the Good, or Evil, which befals any Aptelice tam 
joyn'd in ſo neara Relation, beyond the. compaſſion of #4 9nnes vro- 


: bant unitatem. 
ordinary Humanity ; whereby we are bound not only. Daw a commy- 


topray for, but by all offices of kindneſs, and moſt in- nicatio Paci, 
timate AﬀeCtion eſpecially. to aſliſt, and relieve cach 5 Os 

other in the ſame Houſhold of Faith. So .that by our conteſtratio_ 
Perſonal Conſecrationall our Labours, and Eſtates are 7©/P/taiirats, 


: 48 far 10 
in ſome meaſure devoted to the Honour of God, the Ws rabls ts: 
Service of his Ohurch, and the Neceſſities of any of its &/'> 9vim ejuſ 
ACra- 
Members. | _ una tra- 
ttio, 

S, Auguſt. adv, littras Petiliani, T.7.p. 132+ Charitas Chriſtiana niſt in unitate Eccle 
non poteſtcuſtodirz, & Ibid. P:473- de bapt. adv. Donatiſt. 1.6, Ftiamſs Chriſt; Hrs 
uſque ad Sacraments celebrationem perceperunt, tamen vitam aternam niſs per Charitatis unitaten 
101 conſequuntu+ Er Ibid. de unitate Ecclefiz, C. 2. P. $IO, Eccleſea Corp:4 Chriſti eſt, unde 


atique manifeſtum eſt eum, qui non eſt in membris Chriſtz, Chriſtianam ſalutem habere non poſſe, 


membra antem Chriſti per unitatis Charitatem ſbb copulantur, &per eandem Capiti ſuo coherent, 
quod oft Chriſtus, 


3. In the Unity of: Worſhip, whereby we are obliged 
not only -to offer up the ſame Worſhip for ſubſtance, 
but alſo in the outward A to joyn, and communicate- 
with each other therein, to. preſent the ſame Prayers, . 
and Praiſes, to celebrate together the ſame Sacraments, 
to hear the fame Inſtrutions, to frequent the ſame. 
Religious Aſſemblies, as much as poſlible; rhat we may 
with one mind, and with one mouth glorifie God even the 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 15.6. For as the 
Command of God, the Honour of his Religion, the - 
Edification of his Church,. the Propagation of his 
Truth, and the peculiar Promiſe of his Preſence, and. 
Bleſſing require a ſolemn publick exerciſe of all Religi- 
ous Worſhip-in united Congregations ; ſo hereby = | 

| moſt 
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moſt ſenſibly prove, and ſecure our unity therein: 
| (b)S.4uftin. ( Whoever then necdleſly ſeparates himſelf from: 


adv. literas , ”y : OS 
Petiliani, T7. this Church, or refuſes to joyn in Communion with its 


Pp. 124. Huic Members, ſo faras it is in his power, where he may, 
EcclifeyIve Pf yithour violence to any DoCtrine or Precept of Chrilt, 
ſuch a one divides himſelf from his Body, and fo from 


aiffunditur, 
quiſqus no? [| the Promiſes that we know of rhe Sacred and com- 
communicat, Vi= 


des cui non com- fortable Influences of that one Head and one Spirit. 
Municate 

Idem Ep. $0. ad Bonifacium. T.2, p. 230. Eccleſia Catholica ſola eſt Corpus Chriſti, cujus 
illt caput eft $alvator Corporis ſui. Extra hoc- Corpus neminem vivificat Spiritus SandFus, quia 
feut ipſe dicit Apoſtolus Charitas Dei diffuſa eſt in Cordibus noſtri; perSpiritum Santtum qui datus 
eſt nobk,non eft autem particeps Divine Charitatis qui hoſts eſt Unitatis. Et de Bapt, adv.Do- 
natiſt.l. 3, c.16.T.7, p.409. Ipſa'rſs enim Charits quam non babent,qut ab Eccleſee Catholice 
Communione preciſt ſunt,&c Non babet Dei Charit.tem,quz non daligit Eccleſie unitatem. | 

S, Cyprian. de Unirate Eccleſiz, p.113. Inexpiabilis, & gravis culpa diſcordie nec paſſione 
p:rgatur. Eſſe Martyr non poteſt qui in Eccleſia non eſt : ad regnum pervenire non poteſt, qui 


eam que regnatura eſt, derelinquite 


a Tertullian, Apolog. ©. 39. Corpus ſur 
11s de ronſcientia religioms & diſcipline 
unitate &+ ſpez 'fxdere. Clerus ad D. Cy+ 
prian, Ep.zo, Ox. Ed. p,56. Idem enins 
omnes oredimur operati, 3n quo deprehen- 
aimur eadem omnes cenſure, & diſcipline 
conſenſione ſociati. 

Ita- etiam argumentatur zdem Clerus 
Rom. adv. Marcionem excommunicatum a 
Patre ſuo, & ab iis non receptum,#n S.Epi- 
phanio, Her. 42. | 1. T.3. p. 303. Par. 
Edit. s Juyaue)a avv © &ireoms T% 
TuTE5; 0% T7» malhow wia 1d Gay i 
MIS, I Wc OL, ICs 

Synefrus Epiit.5 5. p. 203. de cenſurd in 
Andronicun, Thoantem,@n eorum conſortis, 
cid ns Ws wrggmnIny | SmTrxBanoes 
F E£XXAyoIa, X; NEETE Th; amotsf UTES 
uric, Iw Waus F inxandiay nv way 6 
We1505 51) Gram, 


4. In the Unity of Diſcipline , 
(a) whereby every Act of any par- 
ticular Church conformable to the 
Inſtitutions of our Saviour, and 
the univerſally received practice of 


his Church ſtands confirmed as an 


Act of the whole Church. Parti- 
cularly whoever is admitted into. 
it accordingly by Baptiſm in one 
place is to be accounted a member 
of the Church Catholick, and re- 
ceived into its Communion where- 


ever he comes, it no'evidence ap- 


pear of his excluſion by any after 
regular Cenfure. 


whatever Office, or Miniſtration any are orderly ad.- 
mitted in one part thereof, in the ſame are they to be 
acknowledged in all others, though without that par- 
tieular Juriſdiction which they had in their own. ' But 


whoever 


Likewile into 


maintained in the Church of England. & —& 9 


whoſoever lies under any Cenſure in one Church, he 

is to be: ſuppoſed under the fame in all others, and 

not to be received into Communion tull ;the Sentence be 

reverſed by the ſame Power, or a ſtill DRE, and grea- 

ter Authority ; according to the Fifth Canon 'of the 

Council of Nice, and the deſign of their form'd, and com- 

municatory Letters, without which none were to paſs 

from one Church to another. 'Thus every Church is 
accountable to its Neighbour Churches, and fo to the 

whole Church for its ACtions, that one may not do, 

what the other undoes, without any regard to this Uni- 

ty, which would lead :to the confuſion and diſtrattion 

of all. Wherefore to put, an end to ſuch differences 

when riſen, . or obviate any growing miſchief thereby, 

and to receive Appeals trom perſons who-think them- 

ſelyes aggrieved, or injured by their own Biſhop or 

Church, a Counci/ of all Biſhops in each Proyince is 

appointed twicein the, year by. the ſame Carey, 'and in 

many. others. But, there was-no mention then of any 
farther, or higher Appeal...-.(4) Thus an amicable cor- (#) oo Cy- 
reſpondence, and. intimate, communication was main- Jn, 
tained, between the Neighbour Churches, and their Ox. Ed. Cun | 
Governours,.and by chem with others.removed. at a *7 tg oi 
greater diſtance throughour the world. -; | © tum mundum in 

| ob do ls #, BR | multa membra 

aiviſa,item Epiſcopatu utus Epiſcoporum multorum concoras numeroſttate-difſuſus. Et Ep.3*-P+7 l, 


Onints exam nos decet pro Corpore totius Eccleſia, cujus per varizs quaſque provincias membra Ate 
gtila ſunt excubart. | ; 


* S, Auguſt, ae unitate Eccleſies. C. 12, T. 7. P. $34. Neque enim quia & in orbe terrarum 
fletunque Reena dividuntur, ideo Chriftiand Wnitas dioidithr, cumin utrague parte Catholica 
nveniatur Eccleſua; 9 JE 10 TAO! FEOO- TROF LVL ©” 


Theſe need nolong proof, but may be taken as ge- 
nerally granted ; the main diſpute will lic in the particu- 
larapplication of the two laſt... 
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Now to prevent as much as may be all difficulties 


abour them, it may be added to the third of Zniry of 


Worſhip, that it will be very convenient; it ftor abfo- 
lutely neceſlary inany ferled eſtabliſhed Church, that 
there be ſome ſet Forms of publick Miniſtrations, with- 
out which it is hard for any to know betore hand what 
they joyn with, efpecially for ſtrangers. 

Bur then theſe Forms ſhould be as plain, and fimple 
as poſlible, with as little pretence as can be of any dan 
ger tothe known Will, 'and Word of God. For no 
Obligation whatſoever can tie me to communicare 
with another in that which he forbids ; and it will he 
a great temptation to more than fuſpeC& this danger, 
when mens Private opinions, or fancitul tranſports arc 
mingled with them, which have little ſhew of Sert 

 Pture,or the general practice of the Church in all Ages 
to juſtifie them. | PD 

Thereadieſt way I know of to prevent that hazard, 
after all other care about the matters contained, ts to 
endeavour that theſe Offices be as near alike in al 
places as can well be, yet eyery difference in Judgment, 
when no violence is offered to the Foundation of Cx 
tholick Faith and Unity, muſt not break this Commit 

E] P. 229. On nion, according to thar profeſſion of St.Cyprias (a) Judg 
pa 1s 307 ing no man, norexcluding him from the right of Com 
de baptizandis« rhunion if he think otherwiſe ; where the diſpute was 
un judzcantes ©Ought of no mean concern, eſpecially in this cauſe. 
aut & jure com. Which ( 4) St, Auguſtin, oft alledges againſt the Dons 
—_— Fur tiſts, that Naw ſo much of St. Cyprians judgmett 
' gmoventes. Againſt his declared practice. To the ſame purpole may 
b De Bapt. adv. be applied the treatment of (c) St. Polycarp in Rome by 
, negro Anicetus the Biſhop, though they” differed abour the 
bid. time of the-celebration of Eafter, and in other points, 


nb which could not be agreed between them ; yer this laſt 


but 


notonly invited the former ro Communion with him, | 


F 


ut 


maintainedin the Charch of England. 


bat atfo-to celebrate the facredFEuchatift in his Church, 
_ asthe words are yenerally interpreted ; which St. /re- 


14us not long after urges ſtrongly againſt Yifor, who 
was haſtening to excommunicate the Afray Churches 
for the ſame difference, contrary ro his Predeceſlors 
raCctice. FE 
As to the Fourth of Unity of Diſcipline, Cy of 


- Government in all parts be not indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to it, yetit will be ſo far, as not to abtogate; or itivade 
the pofitive Inſtitutions of our Saviour himſelf herein, 
and be more than convenient, that it be as conformable, 
as it is inour power to make it in one place, to what it 
is in another. Ir feems horribly preſumptuous, vio- 


kntly to thruft our of the Church that Government 


under the influence of which Chriſtianity hath been 
conveyed; and preſerved from the Age of the Apoſtles 
in the moſt diftant places, upon pretence of erecting a 
new berter Scheme or model of our own, or becauſe 


of the intricate uſe of one or two terms in Scripture, 


when the Church- was in its firſt formation, _— 
againſt the plain current of it in other places, and the 


minterrupred traditton of the whole Church. A 


Church indeed muſt be more or leſs perfe& according 
toits Government, for fuitable will be the Exerciſe and 


Authority of its Diſcipline. Whar allowance may be 


made for thoſe, who defire to come as hear asthey can 
to the- Primitive Pattern, though ir be not in rheir 
power to. reach it in any confiderable points, I am 


notnow to diſpute. But moſtmexcuſable, and highly' 
obnoxious are they, thatby extreme violence, and uſur- 
pation endeavour to deftroy what they found regular- 


ly eſtabliſhed to their hands. 
HE. But we are here moſt concerned with the bold 


claims of the Romaniſts amidſt their moſt obvious De- 


tions, who have made it the principal Band of Unity 


2 in_ 


--- 


1 
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in the Catholick Church to be ſubyect to the See of 
Rome, and the pretended Vicar of Chriſt therein, ag 
the Univerſal Head, and- Monarch of the Church : 
this they have determined as de fide, and pur into their 
very Creed, and excluded all that. do not expreſly own 
It. | 
- Butagainſt thisas a great breach of Chriſtian Unity 
we have many uſt exceptions, and been always ready 
« Biſhop Carle.. tO prove them {Þ (4.) | 


tn of three. . 4,, In thatno evidence from Scripture appears of any 
"> gs ſuch Authority conferred , upon him, or them : Bur 
Dr. Barrows many Nirgog intimations of the contrary. The , places 
Popes Supre, uſuallyalledged to make good their Claim are. ſo far 
macy, fetcht, and1o little to their purpoſe, that they contain 
alonea ſtrong preſumption-againſt them, and their own 
Authors ſometimes: ſpeak. of them with great diſtruſt, 
Hereifany where ſure we may fately argue without 
daring to preſcribe Rules to the moſt High, that ina 
matter of ſo great moment, had it been deſigned, it 
would have been moſt explicitly, deliyered,and folemn; 
ly inculcated. POD EE 
2. But that it was not, we have farther evidence 
fromthe ſilence of the moſt Ancient, and beſt Fathers 
of the Church herein, when they have. occaſion to cx: 
b 5, Cyprian. de {unitate Eccleſia poſt Plalr Fas Places, inſiſted on; (4) nay 
boca ah allegate. P.107. quamvis expreſly expounding them - (O, 4 
Apoſtolis omnibus parem poteſtatem tribu- QUITE difterent Senſe, and difown- 
tl qual fate Ferns pert court's - 2B 90y ſuch, Authority ot, one 
predits honors & poteſtatis, - Church, or Biſhop _ oVer others. 
Idem - alii in ach ove And when the. Roman Biſhop.hegan 
p29, tg rim gin mrun BF © any ching rending towards this,and 
nico terrore ad obſequenai neceſitatem col- grounded his | claim upon X, talſly 
RE omen © Spit. ad Budgrium T 2. Alleged Canon of rhe Council of 
P.329.5; anthoritas quaritury Orbis nagar Nice, not. on any Diyine Charter, 
eft urbe. ubicunque fuerit Epiſcopus 74H aſter. examination, and proof of 
£- Fam by - Rm oe 


Kome, five Engubii, froe Conſtantinopoli, 


mamtamed: in the Church of- England. 13 
the-Forgery, other Biſhops wholly. Fe novgits fre ents five Cav 
F i WT tore | . ejuſaem merits, ejuſdem e Sacerdotzs. 
diſclaim It, and declare againſt it, . otentza atvitiarnm, - &- paupertatis bu- 
it, and warn him for the future not . nilitas vel ſublimiorem, wel inferiorem 
to diſturb their Regular proceedings Eriſcopum non facit,” Cettrum onnes Apo- 


bare | - ſtolorum (urceſores ſunt. 
by ſuch unwarrantable practices. .. Honkant 


(c) As the African Biſhops, and the cVide zyiſt. Concilii Africari ad Bunir 

great St. Auſtiz among rhem in the nay T. 2. p. 1670, 1674. Concil- 

caſe of Appeals. It will be hard for ©. oY 

them to find any thing like an Argument, . or Example 

of it within the firſt five Cerurtes, at leaſt which was 

not diſowned, and condemned by the reſt of the 

Church, unleſs ftronfluch forged Writings, which they 

themſelves will ſcarce now detend. _ - 

_ 3. Inthe following Ages we have-as good Teſtimo- 

ny from Hiſtory as almoſt in any other matter of fa&t, 

by what ſteps, and in what manner this ſtill growing 

power of the Church and Biſhop of Rome adyanc'd it 

ſelf to the height which it now claims.(d) d See D.Caves 

.. I, By, Ulurpation upon the Rights of other Churches, ao ger 

every depree of exaltation gained being the. depreſſion Church Go- 

anddiminution of them, till all power was in a manner verament,and 

ſwallowed up by the Papal ambition, and none left to 2-H 
VALLOWCEA UP DY P » a NE CIT LO the Govern= 

any, other, which was not dependant hereupon in its menr of the 

original, and altogether precarious in its adminiſtrati- wax 16 

on. | So that here,alone it muſt be immediately derived years. 

from Chriſt, bur to all others by Commiſſion trom him. 

Thus in the choice of the chief Governours of the 

Churchall muſt await his” conſent, and confirmation, 

where he does not alone forcibly obtrude them, and 

muſt pay tor it a round ſum for an acknowledgment at 

their entrance, and an aiter tributary. Penſion out of 

their income, and takea formal Oath of ſubje&tion at 

their admittance, and own their own Authority from. 7 

his delegation, and be liable to have their Sentences * 

reverſed at his pleaſure,and flee as far as A pun 

hn © -and* 
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 __ - and Randtothetrial of it, when he is pleaſed to call 
* any cavſe to himſelf. Nay, if a Controverſte ariſe be- 
tween him and any Prince, or State, the whole King- 
dom or Nation ſhall lie at once under his I»terdi, the 
Clergy be with-held from the exerciſe of their FunCti- 
on, andthe People from the benefit of Publick Divine 
Worſhip and Sacraments. Of theſe and ſuch like 
effeCts of the plenitude of Apoſtolick Power ſo much 
 ralkt of lately, they would do well to fhew us any 
thing like a Plea from Scripture or Antiquity within 
the bounds forementioned, or for ſome Ages after in 
the greater part : certainly fo great a change could. nor 
be effected withour ſome - notice and complaints, 
ſtruglings and contentions, of which Church Hiſtory 
is full. TD 
Their early Faith ſpoken of throughout the world in 
St. Pauls time. The eminent Zeal of the firſt Biſhops 
of that Church, moſt of whom, it we may credit the 
account generally received of them, ſealed to the former 
with their bloud. Their continued conſtancy in the 
Orthodox Profeſſion thereof amidſt the corruptions or 
defeQtionsof fo many others, particularly in the time 
of the. Arrian Perſecution. The concurrent opinion 
of the Foundation of their Church being laid by rhe 
twachicf Apoſtles St, Peter and St. Paul; and rhe ho- 
nour of the Imperial 'Seat wherein ' they were pla- 
ced, &c. gave them great repute, and adyantagtous 
recommendation in thoſe firſt Ages. None will much 
contend with them about priority of Order or Precc-, 
dence. But when the preheminence of the firft 
Biſhopcame to be improved into a Patriarchate, and 
48.G1e2.1ib;,, Far ſwelled into the the Title of the Univerſal Biſhop, 


* Regiſt, Ep.33, which ( a,) St. Gregory ſo ſeverely condemned in the 
Abſit a cordi- FL: FOb! | & Bic} 
rifles iluHlehetiarts quad onnium Sacordotum boxor edimitur, dum ah 
uno febi dementer arrogaturs $ce bt alibi in Epiſt. paſſim. © 

Biſhop 


mumtamed m the Church of England. 

Biſhop of Conſtantinople, and that ar laſt grew into the 
ſtile of the ſole Yicar of Chriſt, and Soveraign Monarch 
of the wholeChureh:when the interpoſition of a Fricnd- 
ly, and Brorherly Arbitration, which all perſons in di- 

reſs, or under the apprehenſions of injury are apt to 
fleeunto, and enplite made way by deprees for the 
challenge of an ordinary Juriſdi&tion, and that ar firſt 
from the pretence of Canonical priviledgeto that Divine 


Right and SanCtion, and then to prevent all fcruple © 


about its determinations theſe muſt be back'd with 
the vindication of an infallible conduct : When inſtead 
of that charitable ſupport they at firſt readily beſtow- 
edon other Churches in their diſtreſs, they now made 
uſe of this power to rob them of what was left, taking 
the adyantage of the poverty, and oppreſſion of ſome 
under the Common Enemy, or the confuſion of others 
_ through Domeſtick diſtraCtions,to raiſe themſelves our 
of their ſpoils ; then no wonder if other Churches 
complain, and ſtruggle under that yoke, which they 
could not preſently, or caſily throw off. 

| Indeed, had not this claim of the Church and Bi- 


ſhop of Rome riſen to ſuch an extravagant height inthe. 
arrogance of its pretended Title, and been ſtreined 
to that exceſs inthe exerciſe of its aſſumed Authority 5. 


ſo as not to leaveit in the power of other Churches to 


take all due and neceſſary care of their own members, 


or provide for them all needful ſupplies, thefe might 
more eaſily have born their uſurpation of more power 
than ever they could prove belonged to them. "They 


' that havelcarnt the Humility of Chriſts School, and 
who are more concern'd to perform their Duty than | 
vindicate their Privilege, and know how much ſafer 1t 


is to obey than command, and eaſier to be Govertied 
than to: Govern, will not- be much moved at what 


others fondly aſſume, knowing till that the more 


difficult 


"5 


a Cracanthorp's 
defence of 
Conſtantene, 
and againſt 
the Popes 
temporal Mo- 
narchy. 


b Sigenzns de 
regno ltalie, 
and all other 
Hiſtorians of 
thar time, 
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difficult account awaits them. Bur then this Power 
became moit intolerable when it was made. uſe of to 
purpoſesſo much worſe than it ſelf, which were beſide 
dg rad  Deche coirtet id Viotos bor 

_ 2. The weakning of the power of Temporal Princes, 
and diſturbing the Civil Rights of men. (a) Although 
our bleſſed Saviour aſſured Pilate hs Kingdom was not 
of thisworld,, yet his.pretended Vicar here on earth can 
hardly fay G :' for beſide the 'Temporal Dominions 
unto which he hath earitled himſelf a. Sovereign 
Prince, . there are few other Kingdoms, or States.on 
this ſide of the world in which he hath not, or bad 
not almoft as grear a ſhare of the Government, as their 


immediate Princes ; at leaſt fo far as. to preſcribe 


bounds to their Adminiſtrations, and ſubje& in great 


meaſure all Laws, and perſons to his Foreign Courts, 
Juriſdiction, and Decrees, yea, their Purſes. to his Ex- 
aCtions:; and upon the leaſt diſpute hath withdrawn 
ſo great a number of his immediate dependants, who 
ſcarce own any other Governours, and raiſed ſo many 
diſturbances, that great Princes and States have been 
forced ar laſt to yield. Not to mention the Arrogance 


itat length grew.up unto: indethroning Princes, giving 


their Kingdoms to others, authorizing their Subjects 
to rebel againſt them, or all ways to oppoſe them, and 
what oft 5p if not expreſſed, to murder. them : 
as in their late Sentence againſt ſame of our Neigh- 
. Butbetore, much of this may be ſeen in the long cor- 
tentions. between ſome ,of the Weſtern Emperours, 


5 - 


particularly. Henry .the Third, and Fourth, and the 


Popes, as. we ha ve them deſcribed in their own Au- 
thors (4:), Alſo to, go no. farther,;cheir various Con- 
teſts with ſeyeral of,,,our Kings;/eſpecially Henry the 
Seccud and the. almoſt, continual complaints in all our 

| _ Parlia- 


maintamed in the Church of England. 


Parliaments before the Reformation of the encroach- 
ments made by them upon the Civil Rights of Prince 
and Subje& by vexatious and chargeable Suits and 
Appeals as far as Rome ; by Infolencies and: divers Ra- 
pines committed under the ſhelter of their proteCtion, 
and defended from due puniſhment, and by their ex-+ 
travagant Extortions, &c. abundantly prove. | 
Now though theſe Ulurpations grew by degrees, 
and wete practiſed in a different manner according to 
the condition of thoſe they had to do with, or the tem- 
per of him that managed them ; yet they muſt needs 
ſcem more or leſs grievous to all, when power ſufft- 
cient was not left to the greateſt Monarchs to defend 
themſelves, or prote@' their Subjefts, preſerve the 
peace, or  promote' the- welfare, and provide for the 
ſecurity of their own-Countries. Then rio-marvel if 
ſome of them grow weary of ſo inſupportable op- 
preſſions, and at laſt take courage to grapple with, and 
extricate themſelves from ſuch anifeſl encroachments 
upon their own, and the Peoples Civil Rights, 'as well 
asthe Eccleſiaſtical of the Church in their Dominions, 
and be forced to fome harſh and almoſt - violent me- 
thods, whea the more gentle and benign.could preyail 
nothing. | OI Log SER 
3. But beſide theſe more publick Tnvaſions upon 
Church and State, that which made the Ulurpation 
more odious and inſufferable was the farther abuſe of 
the ſame extravagant power to bring in ſtrange and 
dangerous Doftrines, corrupt, and unlawſul practices 
int the Church, and impoſe them upon all in their 
Communion,cexaGly fitted to feed their Ambition, en- 
rich their Cofters, ſecure their Authority,and promote 
their eaſe and Luxury. Such of the fir ſort are their 
Dottrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and Purgatory, -of 
Merit, and Supererogation, the multiplicity of TOW 
D a 
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and deluſions inthe Principles of. Repentance, and 


ER SET” TE 


- Theſe ad divers like rhem have proved great Scan- 


- But the particulars are not hereto be diſputed, they 
have ſufficiently been confuted. and expoſed by Prots 
MNant Writers, and were by ſeveral before excepted 


againſt, and diſclaimed, though ſome ſuffered ſeyerely 
for ſo doing, and many more we may ſuppoſe waited 
an opportunity to free themſelves from their preſſure 
That which I am now moſt to inſiſt upon is this, that 


if-the charge we draw up againſt theſe of falſhood in 


judgment, groſs Superſtition or Idolatry in Worſhip 


.and immorality in manners, be true and impartial, as 


we have been ever ready to make good, and ſhall do 
againſt all the Artifices of the Pefcndants : Then no 
Authority whateyer, however regularly founded, or 
unexceptionably conveyed,can oblige us to theſe,agai 

the revealed Will, or Word of God, the DiCtates of 
our Conſciences, as we hope carefully, and rightly in- 
formed; the ſenſe and reaſon of mankind, and the Be- 
lief and praCtice of the Church in the firſt and pureſl 


Greater 
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cans tp Fran. off ſuch ati. Uftitped Bower] thir made. 
Giluh Pug Y ee atid treſtle 


ilule of what 1 Fed Woh 
oy ER Tk nid iris” Morſaps 
c h AL2ICY 
" Hurs las Ny A ſas la in the way of its'ac- 
cofaph Nt, 5, offiÞle Mp ruglings, arid 'contenti- 
ons by. 7c APP Fee: Frag ePatty 
Prevent. i tt ret 
wx thr a tereſt ps _ 1 ST 
ence they had u Ft atk hor Jlletins 
were their Aſſiſtants and DES thee at: 6th” 4d 
oa py Ee, RE Ro a as TED a 
E) 3 J 
| hat ph ſo long orthes: ard'm Tk Fe fits ite Had 
ly Slaited. Ic i is arher ol 7 ny ov _ 
tligle: e 
1) in fo. rt: a.time cpnſtderdble& 
Totin Ns fy ] = ik rot fs 


»on 74 +4 


Tt ek Catholic Vai, 


dps of the o ken. Power to fre ir from afly bur 


formation (af E ally the oath and the u te up 
Dz * * Sufirages 


fm — 


19 


ls 


. 20 


Sullages of his Parlia AN 
_ ſelvestherain. by + lame, ny 


"The ti F ru Catia Cones, 
1d the Biſho them- 
Rae's ro'a how em: 
provement in. mol [Rar culars under his Son Edwars 
the Sixth. And at laſt itcame to its full ſettlement an 
eſtabliſhment under Queen Zlizab#th. The beginning 
and carrying.on of the Reformation. here was by- ing 
loyalty of Principles, and Pradtigss: thar we challengg 
any Church, in the World to a Compariſon therety, 
Indeed EY was for notorious, that her] woman Adver. 


SS 4 «© 


Parlia tary Religion 3, becauſe it kbary al alo 
afar, *n any o_ ce and afkiſtarice- from thoſe: Ing 
Ademb lies of all © the T thee Eſtates of the Kinigd6i 
der their Head and Sovereign, X70P, 19. 7603 

' 2. But farther toclear her of all juft injpatiticn from 
hence, it muſt be added that the whole work was ca. 


ried on with the. advice, and mature deliberation 
.of rhe Clerg 


"gy 2 led in Convocation, repreſenting 
the intire body of them, and therein a National Coun. 


cil. That they from their Education, and preſumed 


Knowledge, as well as from their Office, and Ecclefi- 
aſtical Anthority are ordinarily fitreſt ro judge, debate, 
and determine of Religious matters, will be' foon 
granted : Bur that the Civil Power may, and ought 
fometimes to remind them of their Duty, and reſtrain 
them from groſs DefeCtions from it, may be proved by 
ſeveral Scripture Examples in the Old Teſtament, and 


the Supereminence of their place. Bur happy is-thar 


Order and Unity in which both Powers are joyned to- 
ether for the ſervice of God, the ſecuriry of his 
hurch, and promotion of his true .Religion, as it 


| was here: though ir could not be expetted bur the 


firſt attempts would meet with ſeyeral difficulties;fierce 


Devates, and Controverſies, yet ſtill the entire -eſta- 


blilumene 


mamtained in the Church of England. 21 
bliſhment was ratified by the regular determination of 
the Clergy ſo aſſembled as. before, as well as was after 
confirmed by the Royal Aﬀſene:z a 
+ 3.Yetfatther to juſtifie themſelves from any affeQted 
nnovation in ſuch a-change; all- was done with the 
preateſt- Reverence, Reſpect, and Deference to the 
; Ancient Church to clear their continued Unity there- 
 Ivith-< + De LI fo IH, | 
' --F, Iti-Do&rine. 'Fhe ancient Creeds were taken for 
the foundationof irs Confeſſion, the four firſt General 
(Councils are received with great 1; 
'Veneration, and a particular (a) In- 7" #ro Canonum in Synodo Londs- bY 
; OE I of « : On nenſs,an. i571. titnlo de Concaonatoribus, i | 
junction was laid upon its Miniſters Imprimis videbunt ne quid unquam do- - iy 
to- preſs- upon none the neceſlary ceant pro concione, quod a populo reli- | 
belief of any Do&trine, bur what £22, #06, wine, nf qu 
'may be proved from Scripture, and wi.tetament, quodque ex illa ipſa dotiri-- 
-the general current of the Expoſi- OI. TOs, & veterts Epiſcops 
- -tions of the Fathers thereupon, © © 
+ -Socareful it hath been in all points to keep within the 
- bounds of - Catholick Principles, in thoſe firſt inſtilled 
into 'its young Diſciples in the Catechiſm, and in 
"thoſe- delivered in its Articles to be ſubſcribed by 
-ſuchto-whom it entruſts any Office, that the pofizive 
"part of them will hardly-be.diſowned by our very Ad- 
 yverfaries;' and can fſcarce'appear otherwitſe to any, than 
thecommon Faith of all Chriſtians.of Orthodox repute 
\ inall Ages. And for other determinations in the Ne- 
gative ſhe only declares thereby how little concerned 
- the is to receive or own the falſe or corrupt additions 
to the firſt unalterable Rule. No Church hath pro- 
- feſſed andevidenced amore awtul and tender regard to 
; Antiquity next to the expreſs Word of God. Both 
which-ſhe oft appeals to, deſires to be ruled by ; and 
- where their footſteps are nor_ſufficiently clear, chooſes 
' not to-impoſe uponher own Children, nor cenſure her 
ST = 


22 


The Unity of the Catholick Churcle; 


boundaries; is not forward in an ns phy nice ; and 


TEES 


Church been in not laying ſuch occaſions to fall.;jin 
the way of any: So that both forts of Advyerſarias 
have made theit complaints againſt her for not be- 
ing more poſitive, and particularly in ſuch Declara- 
tions, though-none can charge cher juſtly with, defe& 


. > PS wu 4a 


in any point of Faith ſoown'd in the-belt Ages of the 


Church. - 5 

2. Asclear, and-unexceptionable hath:been,her pro- 
eecding in Church -Government, preſerving that form, 
which-trom all Teſtimonies of Antiquity;hath continu- 


ed in.the- Church from the. very Apoſtles, unter the 
- condutt, and happy 'Influence . of which:Chriſtianiry 


hath been-propagated, and continued throughout the 
werid, whatever different - meaſures ſome other Re- . 
formed Churches have -taken, whether forced;by ne- 
ceſlity, or ſwayed by particular inclination, or pre- 


 judice. The Church of England kept up the univer- 


fally received diſtinCt prime Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons : not deſiring to cenſure; others, who can 
beſt anſwer for themſelves, but endeavouring to con- 


fine her ſelf to what was moſt Canonical,” and Regular, 


and 


maintained in the Church of England. 

and to ſhe how little affe&ted ſhe was to alteration 
from any eſtabliſhment, except in hotorious corrupri- 
6ns and abuſes : And how neceſſaty ſhe thonght due 
Order and Siibordinatton in the Chutch to prevent 
Schiſms and Hereſies, and to give the greater Autho- 
rity and adyanitage to her Miniſtrarions ; and finally 
to free her felf from all: ſufpicion 'of irtegularity in her 
Succeflion, derived 'down Noi Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
. Which ſhe, -as much as any Church in'the World, may 

Pretend unto. And thouph ſome intermediate Ages 

ave beeh blethiſhed with much degeneracy, 'yert the 
was concerfied only to ſeparate 'this, but retain, and 
convey down to others whatſoever good and wholſom 
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* 


ptoviſion ſhe received from thofe' before. 
Farther, to evince this, particular care was taken b 

expreſs Law ( a) to confirm the Rules 'of Government, * Se theSta-. 
'or Canon Law before received in the Church rill ſome pow Af eng 
better proviſion could 'be made'fo far as it contradi&ts cap-19.Se8.7. 
'nor the Law of the Land,or the Word of God; making ch, wo _—_ 
as few changes in the outward face of the Church as ſeas. * * 
was poſſible, and ſenſibly proving it her . deſign pro- 

perly not to deſtroy, but build, nor yet therein to ere& 

a new, bur reform an old Church. 
3. Alike Canonical, and orderly hath been her 
- Conſtitution in matters of Worſhip. Her Forms of 
'Prayer and Praiſe with the whole order of her Liturgy 
are compoſed with the greateſt temper, and expreſled 

in the moſt plain and comprehenſive terms to help for- 
ward uniform Devotion, pious Aﬀe&tion, the - moſt 
Orthodox Profeſſion, and Catholick Communion. So 
that I think it may be univerſally affirmed,thart there is 
nor any thing required inher publick Service neceſſary; 
to thoſe who communicate with her, which any that. 

own the nameof Chriftians, or are own'd for ſuch 
the general body of them, can almoſt ſcruple: unleſs. 


becauſe 
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' becauſe it is a Form, by one ſort, :and becauſe it 
is ours by another fort. But how unreaſonable herein 
are both? So carcful ſhe hath been -ro lay the ground 
of moſt Catholick Unity, and to remoye Whatever 
might obſtruct it, EUs _o 

This our Adverſaries the Romaniſts confirmed by 
their own praCtice, when for ſeveral years, as we haye 
a Candezis heen told (a) in the beginning of Queen FElizabeths 
E399. 157% Reign, they frequented out Churches, joyn'd in our 

elgn, they irequented ; out Churcnes, zoynd 1n.0 


+ 


other Inſtructions, and received .( as fome add.) our 


ſameas now, and had it is like done fo ſtill, having 
nothing to obje&againſt-rhem but -from the after-pra- 
hibition of the Pope, who had reaſon to fear they who 
were ſo well provided of all needful ſupply, and de- 
fence at home might thus by degrees be withdrawn 
from ſubjeQion to his. Authority abroad ; that darli 
Point never to be diſpenſed, or parted with, whatever 
brandess elſe might have been yielded (4,) | 
Eliz,40-15509. Our -Reformers who compoled our Liturgy carefully 
colle&ted the remainders of true: Primitive Devotion 
then in uſe, and ſeparated from them all thoſe corrupt 
additions, . which ignorance, ſuperſtition, and - crafty 
policy had mixed therewith. Therctore it is ſo far 
from being an.objection, that any part of our Liturgy 
was tranſlated from the Roman Offices, that while no- 
thing is retained contrary to wholſom Do@trine, and 
ſound Piety, it is a convincing argument other impar- 
tial Sincerity, and deſire to preſerve Uniformity, as 
much as poſlible, with all Chriſtians abroad, as well as 


tials of Worſhip according to the plain ine of Scri- 
prure,and the patternof the Primitive Church. 


And 


Prayers and Praiſes, attended on our Sermons and 


Sacraments, according to the order for ſubſtance the 


at home in her own Members : ſecuring ai! che Subſtan- - 


a” &©@- mM. gu thts, Ga, pos Woann ay on aw ow God A. Ae. ens es am a. G6: a. on. melted ne a RR ES. 


maintamed in the Church of England . 
 Andas to Circumſtantials and Ceremonies, ſhe is ſ{cn- 
ſible when they are roo numerous how apt they are to 
darken the inward; and more eſſential luſter of Relipi- 
on, and prove a Burden inſlead of a Relief ro its Wor- - | 
ſhip, which ſhe takes notice (c) St. Anugy//in complain'd © Preface to 
of in his time : Buthave fince ſo encreaſed in the Fa- pogo : 

| ern, as well as Weſtern Churches, that ic muſt argue cerniag Cer: 
a greataw to make the Service look like any thing ſe- Tones #19 
- rious and Sacred.. However this number a'one,where jiſkee. 
the particulars are not otherwiſe obnoxious, tempts 
ſonie to ſpend all their zeal therein, and diverts them 
from things more neceſſary, or gives too much occaſi- 
'on to others to quarrel about them. Yet withal being 
apprehenſive how needful ir would be to maintain Or- 
der, and Decency, She hath kept ſome, though very 
kw, and thoſe molt plain, and unexceprionable in 
their narure, moſt ſignificative of the end tor which 
they were appointed, and moſt ancient, and univerſal 
in their Inſtitution, and praCtice, hinted in the title of 
our Liturgy as it is changed from the former. And to 
prevent all differences hereabour, ſhe hath expreſſed Ot 
her ſen(e of them ſo clearly,- and explicitely, that one 
would think no peeviſh obſtinacy had room to inter- 
poſe a ſcruple however theevent hath proved. | : 
Thus abundantly hath the Church of Exg/and vin- 
dicated her Reformation from all pretence of Apoſta- 
cy from the True, Ancient, Catholick, and Apoſto- 
lick Church, and ſhewed in all inſtances how careful 
ſhe hath been zo preſerve the Unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace with all the Members thereof. Nor hath 
ſhebeen wantingin any reſpe& or reverence ducthere- 
unto. ... No Church being more cautious, and ſparing 
ints-determinations, more Canonical in its Impoſiti- 
cns, more Repular in its Succeſſion, and more charita- 
ble in its Cenſures: making all A 2 provifion oy 
| | & 
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a Tim 50 Apt dee as To xav- 
5m \m 7 7 | 

3 micgre umgyis ouuCanaets bpohes Would have found his own Church 
Cores 6165 bngions txKAndias & Napa 
only THs meTiegs 1 ang tuerF new. 
S.Bifpt. Ep. 198+ T:3- p 409. _ | | 
[1 LW. Augn't. adv. Epitl Manich. T.6. fices, _And as ( b) St, Auguſtin ob- 


_ contracted, and that an ordinary Power might ſuffice 
— | | to 


The Union of the Catbolick Church - - 


her own Children ſo within the bounds of Cathalick 
Unity, that had other Churches obſerved 'the like met 
thad, or meaſures, way had been made for.an univer. 


ſal conſent; (a) and every true 
mor # 3ene8en 39 Chriſtian where ever he :came 


wherewith to communicate with: 
out heſitancy in all Religious Of. 


ſerved in his time, he would have 
needed but to enquire for the Ca- 


 tholick Church, and no Schiſmatick. would have dared 


to divert him to their Conyenticles. 
' Bur if aftcr the confuſions, and diſorders of ſo ma- 


- ny Centuries amidſt ſuch a depraved ſtate by corrupt 


manners, diyerlities of opinion, and perpiext In- 
rereſls, ſo yreat a happineſs be not to be hoped fas 
now: that private perſon, or particular Church will 
clear themſelves before God, and all good men, that 
do what is in their power towards it, and pray to 
Him to amend what they cannot change, and in the 
mean time make the beſt uſe of what means they 
enjoy. TR 
Upon which Premiſes an eaſie Sojution is given to 
the old cavilling queftion, Where was your Church | 
before the Reformation, or that time ? Sl 
We anſwer,Juſt whereit is: Thereby no newChurch 
was ſet up ; no new Articles of Faith brought in; no 
new Sacraments;no new order of Prieſthood to miniſter 
in holy things : all which would have indeed required 


new Miracjes, and a new immediate Authority from 


Heaven ſo atteſted : only the old were purged from 
impurities in Doctrine, Worſhip, and Practice, which, 
in paſſing through ſo many degenerate Ages,they had 


maintainedin the Church of Enpland . 
todo. If we wete in the Catholick Church before, 


weare ſoſtill, and hope, to better purpoſe. Weare 
not therefore out of it, becauſe their raſh Cenſures 


have cxcludedus and then they unreaſonably take ad- | 


vantage to argue againſt us from their own a&t: We 


never formally ſhut them our what ever they have. 


doneto us. . 


 Whar degprecs of corruption in Faith or Manners | 


may be conſt{tent with the bare being of a Church, or 
the poſlibility of ſalvation therein, is needleſs and dan- 

erous for us nicely to enquire : it may be impoſſible 
Frus to know. .1 am ſure it is moſt ſafe for us to re- 
form what we know to be amiſs, and to leave thoſe 
who do nor, toſtand or fall by their own Maſter. Ir 
isa very ill requital of our Charity if it be turned in- 
toa weaponof offence to wound, or flay us,by that by 


which we ſhewed our deſire oftheir Cure,But they and - 


we muſt ſtand another frial, and await a final infalli- 
ble Sentence, which qurs -here cannot change, The 
beſtſecurity that we know to meet it with comfort will 
be ro uſe the moſt ſtrict impartiality with our ſelves, 
and the greateſt Charity to others, | 
Yet our Adyerfaries glory in nothing more than in 
the name of the Catholjck Church, and boaſt in no Title 
fomuch as-thax of Catholicks, which hath had deſerved- 
ly ſogreat veneration in all Antiquity. 


But their claim here truly examined will prove as 


fallacious and arrogant as in any other inſtance. .,For 
the term Carholick it we reſpett the. notation of the 
word, or the moſt conſtant uſe of it.. is the ſame as 
Univerſal, and ſo joyned to the Church ſignifies the 
general Body of all Chriſtians diſperſed thoughaus 
the World, oppoſed ro any diſtin& Party, oor ſeparate 
Communion. Shes Fe IS SED 


E 2 Thus. 
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S Auguſt. d« #:itate Feclefpie, © 2. T7. 
p.510. £uaftio certe inter nos. verſatur 
aki fit Eecleſea, utrum apud nos, an apud 
- bilgs,que utique un eft, quam majnes n0- 
fri Cathalicam neominarunt,. ut ex to ipſn 
romine oftenderent,' q+ia per totum tft. 


Tid.c.3 p.$1 4. © brijfti Etciefs1 Candnicae 


rm Scriptw arum Divits O&. certiſoms 
teſlimoniu in omnib 4 Gertib.u defpenata 
eft. Et c.4.ab tj cs corpore quad eft Ecile- 
. þ4 ita diff: nt int, ut corum communis non 
fit cum 100, quiounqe (iffundi:ur, ſed in 


aliqua parte ſeparata invemiatur, maniſe- 


ftun eſt eos 301 efſe in Ecclifr Catholick. 


Et C.12. P.$33- el ud Evangeli3at qui pe-. 


riife dicit de cetire mundo + ccleftum, 57 
in prte Donati, in ſo/ Af ica remanſiſſe. 
I:;m de fide & ſjmbolo, an eam pArtem de 
k ccleſix Catholica, T. 3. p-149. Heretici 
de Deo falſa ſentitado ipfſam þ 6 viotant, 
Schiſnatici autem diſciſſronibus 8niquis Q 
fraterad Cavitate diffiliunt, quaprepter ngc 
Heroticus pertinet ad Ecclrſi:m Catholie 
cam, que diligit Deum, nec Schiſmaticus 
quoniam diligit proximum. 
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"Thus we find it conſtantly ap- 


plied by St. Auguſtin in all his 
'TraQts againſt rhe Donati/ts, and fo 


oppoſed ro them who went about 


ro ſhurt.it up within their own Par- 


ty, and {treitned Communion; 
therein too cloſely imitated by our 
Adverſaries, who, in ſpite of name 
or thing, make the ſame incloſures 
about the Carholick as about the 
Roman Church, and are as free in 
their ſevereſt cenſures of all others, _ 
and as haughty ih what they af- 
ſume to themſelves alone as they 
were, though not proceeding. 
upon the ſame grounds. But what 


that holy Father every where pref 


{cth upon them reacheth as nearly - 
our Antagoniſts; the indiſpenſable 


neceſſiry of Charity, that-grear bond of Unity in the 


Church, and principal evidence of the Diviae Spirit, 
which animates the whole, without which the higheſt 
gifts, and moſt Sacred Miniſtrations are rendred in- 
cfkeAtual. This is one of the prime CharaQeriſtick 
notesof the true Catholick Church, and every living 
Member thereof, and nothing is more oppoſite to their 
Principles aud PraCtices, who have formally excluded 


_ all other Chriſtians and Churches from any ſhare 


therein, not only thoſe in the Weſt, that have deſer- 
vedly caſt off that power, which they had unjuſtly ar- 
ropared, and tyrannically exerciſed, butalfo the Greeks, 
and others inthe Eaſt, that never owned anydubjettion: 
_RTTTIERE I. | | 

But moſt ſecurely may the Charch of England glory 
za true Catholiciſm, which to all her other privileges, 


Y - 


maintained inthe Church of England. 9 
and adyanrapes that ſhe may boaſt of above almoſt 
any other Church, ſtill maintains, and evidences rhe 
greateſt charity. to others. of any that I know in the 
world ; makes no other incloſures than thoſe which: 
God himſelf hath made, not aſſuming any Aathority 
tocommand, yea,or topaſs haſty judgment upon any, 
but only to provide for her own the beſt the can, and 
with fuch tender regard to common Chriſtianity, and 
the Rightsof all other Churches, that ſhe ſeems de. | 
ſigncdly to have chaikt out the way of reſtoring the 
moſt defirable fruits of Chriſtian Uniry throughout 
the whole Church; and we ſhould have been ſenſible 
of conſid: rible effects by ir, had other Churches pur:- 
ſued like methods. I 


That Church ſure. is moſt Cathslick that makes pro- 
viſion for the moſt Catholick Communion, Peace, and 
Unity, and which - impoſes no orher terms or conditi- 

. ons of it But thoſe moſt univerſally received through- 
out all Apes, in all places,and by almoſt all Chriſtians ; 
which may ſoon decide the competition, whether the 
Church of  E-g/and more-truly vindicates to. her ſelf 
a part of the Catholick Church, or they of Rome ar- 
mes to themſelves the whole 2 Or which are the 
Schiſmaticks from it, they which-exclude none, whom: 
' they own no power over, but invite. all: to-them, and. 
| Joyn with any in what is good, and agrecable to the 
Inſtitutions of our common Lord; or they, who ſhut © — 
= all bot thoſe wha _ _ themſelves to. their 
uſurpt Authority, and;moſt unjuſſti- -, I. 
fbtnpbfonnd. Cor..." 1. rr, nn 2 oe ita Kun: 
| Farther the- term Catholick is quidem lle vere Schiſmaticus, qui ſe 4- 
ſometimes taken for Orthodox, and 7, frrwit 00 jo Ga nog, We 
fo the-Catholick. Church interpre-  «bſtizeri poſſ, ſei te ab omnibus abſti+- 
ted for that which holds the Catho- 299% © 


=> 
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lick. Faith oppoſed to herctical Opinions and* -Potrines 1g 


S.Cyri/, Hier, Car 18'Þ 5.25, Kafles 
Ah wu &y xg AGIs oe ma x71 mi os 40 
P amhhns Ku TCA? Views Moy." 
Ty, Ma 75 Meum raerner v 
EVIAAHTR; amrme Te big ran av+ 
Sew mr $0e y 6f corre Dyuare. So- 


well as'to Schiſmarical Separati-- 


ons. (4) In this ſenſe the Church 


of Eng/andhath as good a claim in 


the! Catholick' Church ' as any 


whatever ; Receiving all the Arti: 


tices of Chriſtian Faith delivered 


20m. Hill 1.7-C 4. 


. "jnScripture,and received in the Pri- 
mitive Ages for more than five hundred years. No 
Principles havinff been ſo formally aeclared then, and 
for ſome time after, as the Catholick Faith of all Chri- 
ſtians; and as ſuch neceſſary ro be own'd, which ſhe 
rejeQts: whatever private opinions there might be then 
among ſome eminent DoCtors of the Church in which 
they oft differed one from the other, or although there 
might be: ſome obſervances then 'generally received 
which ſhe thinks her ſelfnor boundto retain, +7 

Bur ilt will this CharaQter agree to the Romaniſts, 
| who have added ſo many new dangerous Articles to 
the common Faith of Chriſtians, not 'only beſide the 
origiml-Rule, which they cannot but own with us, but 
roo often againſt it, and the profeſſed belief of the. firſt, 
and beſt Apes of the Church. Wherefore we rezet 
not theſe innovations meerly from negative arguments, 
becauſe not ſufficiently proved; ( and yer that way of 
arguing hath: been always allowed in the. Fundamen- 
rals of Faith, which muſt be:grounded upon expreſs 
Divine Authority and Teſtimony. ) Bur we lay the 
greateſt ftireſs of our averſations 'to them upon thar di- 
rat oppalition, which we undertakero prove moſt of 
them haveto-the-common Faith; and revealed Will of 
God; which'they and'we both own. ' Atd: ſurely that 


 ChurelLin this accepration ismoſt Carholich, that relies 
' on \{txchCatholick Principles, + 


examined by this towchſtone. - 


xd refersall ochers robe 


V. But 


maintained in the Church of England, 
_ V.. Bur in the fifth place ſome ObjeQions lic in our 
way fit-to be anſwered. 
. Obje&. r. They urgeapainſt us that we rejeCt ſeveral 
Doctrines ſince formally determined in the Church b 
the known and received Authority thereof in Countils 
more general, or particular, which they pretend -were 


believed through all. Ages, bur then eſtabliſhed when jk 
they came. firſt to be called in queſtion. - | 


Anſw. We are not. much concerned in the firſt part 


of the objeTtion, though very many exceptions might 

come in cipecially as tothe formality, and regularity _ 
of thoſe Councils : bur as to the latter part in which the g 
_main ſlreſs lies heres * we never 'retuſed” # fair trial 

' thereof. nn, HE INDY E | 

| TI, From Scripture againſt which no Authority Civil, 

or Eccleftaſtical, in ſingle perſons, or the greateſt Aſſem- 

blies, no time, orcuſtome of. what. 
ever date can preſcribe... (a) -This « Terwtfian de vetandis virginib s, 
hath been ever received. till of late ©! grin bas exigere veritatem cus nems 


SR" rſerzb t tlum temporum, 
as the perſeCt,andintireRule of all 2a or nee en proateginn: 
neceſlary  dotrines of Faith, and rgivam 
: &i y f hj | - a3: S. Cyprian, Ep.63-p.1 & Yo Quart ſi ſo- 
PFAc ICE; OL W ich abundant Teſti- Is Ehriftus audiendys eft, non debemus ate 
monies-may be ſcen-in moſt Prote- © rexdere; rr nos feinten o- 

: | | taverlt, fed quid qu ante amnes off Chri- 
ſtant Writers, | | | ſtus prior ſecit, negue enim bominus con- 
| OS AETERSE © ſuttudinim ſequi oportet;ſed Dti veritaten. 
. . $. Babb], de jadicio Dei, Tote P:392- Of tjue moral. Taz. Pr423s 


- $. Hieron. adv. Job.Hiero.T.2.p.185. in codes Tex Ep, Avg. 4d Hitt as P43 $34359-KeCe. 
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_ ' 2, We appeal alſo to:the Primitive, and beſt Ages of | 
Chriſtianity which cither knew nothing of theſe Ad- 
ditions that we can find, or ſometimes pive as expreſs 
declarations againſt them, as'could be expeCed at this 
diſtance. But to take off much of, the _—_ of fo 
harſhan imputation at firſt ſight, wherewith we charge 
a great part of the Church for a conſiderable rime, and 
2 GE that 


The Unity of the Catholick Church | 
that they and we may. beleſs' ſcandaliz'd. at the firſt 


mention of thefe defeQtions,  . 419 Lal VE 
. 3.Wemay conſider thevarious Cautions in the New 


Teſtament $orF corrupt Dodtrines, and Manners, 


which atthe leaſt in general are foretold would creep 
into the Church, if ſome of them we now charge be 
not particularly deſcribed therein. bid 

4. We may compare matter of fact with the experi- 
ence of the like degeneracy of the Jewiſh Church in 
various inſtances fo nearly reſembling thele as nothing 


more, and from the ſame plea of Oral Tradition, yet - 


againſt asclear evidence, and as emphatical promiſes to 
przſerye them trom Apaſlacy as any particular Church 
at leaſt can now pretend to. 

5. We may conſult the tendency of lapſt mankind, 
In the beſt how weak it is, and apt to be impoſed on; 
In others how prone to corrupt, and diſtortthe beſt In- 
ſtiturions, caſt. a miſt before-the cleareſt diſcoveries, 


and offer violence unto the ſtrongeſt convittions to 


ſhelter their vices, and promote their unwarrantable 
intereſts, eſpecially in times of eaſe, plenty, and out- 
 wardproſperity. . In which we may comparecommon 

experience in leſſer Societies, which however wiſely 

dire&ed at firſt, regularly founded, and ſtrongly 
' guarded on all ſides, without a very careful InſpeCtion, 
and ſometimes vigorus oppoſition, ſo many corruptions 
will creep in as to need frequent reformations to reduce 


them back to their primitive Conſtitution. And al- 


chough an eſpecial providence be concerned for the 
guard and condutt of Gods Church, yer neither Scri- 
pturs, or experience warrant us to expect irs happy In- 
fluence by. miracles now, for the effecting: of that 


' Which may be accompliſhed by the uſe of ordinary and. 


_ regular meansof his-own appointment, 


6. We 


en 
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malntamed in the Church of England. 
6. We may refle& upon the. particular Ages of the 
Church, which we charge eſpecially with theſe defe- 
(tions from abour the eighth Century to the Reforma. 
tion, wherein .if all or moſt of them did not comein, 
yet they grew.to that extravagant heighth, as to gain 
eſtabliſhment for Principles of Chriſtianiry. Theſe 
Ages are charged by their own Authors, as well as 
ours, and ftand moſt ſenſibly convitt of rhe profleſt 
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Parbariſm, Stupidity, Ignorance, depraved Manners, - 


and all fuch corrupt Inclinations in all Orders and De- 
prees, efpecially the ruling part, as were moſt likely to 
make way for ſuch Changes, and Innovarions. 

7. We have ſome farther ſenſible.proot of a deſign 
in many within that time to impoſe upon the creduliry 
of others, and bring in ſtrange Doftrines, and unwar- 
rantable PraCtices, by the many -Fabulous Stories, 
(cipned Apparitions, andReyclarions, ſeveral of which 


they themſelves will hardly now defend, 'then brought 


into-rhe* Church to confirm theſe points in difference, 
and Which almoſt- only the people then received for 
their Inſtruions, to entice them firſt into an awful 
ra of, and then a confident rcliance upon theſe 
things. | 
' Nay farther, among the many ſpurious. Writings 
Which then crept into the worldunder the moſt venc- 
rable names of the renowned Fathers of the Church, 
now moſtly diſcarded. by themſelves, when their 
ſhameleſs Impudence hath bcen ſo fully expoſed, yct 
few of them there are in which this contrivance is nor 
kpible throughout to advance theſc Opin 190 
Prattices. So-that we are indebted to the Reformation, 
thoſe great men which labourcd in it, and ſome of the 
moſt moderate and'{carned of their own fide, with the 
Art of Printing then but newly found our, charalmoſ! 
All ancientAuthors, and Records haye not loſt their 
F Auths- 
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Authority, which would haye been much endangered 


among ſuch groſsdepravers ofAntiquity,whoſe conſtant 
buſineſs it was to mar good Authors by their Interpo-. 


lations, Additions, or SubſtraCtions : or yent new ones 
under counterfeit old names to ſerye their corrupt ends, 
But we are ſomewhat beho:Jen to their ignorance, 
and Rupidity, for doing it fo groſly that there was need 
of little skill or obſervation to diſcover their Im- 
poſtures, L TR , i 
- 8. To which-may be added in the laſt place againſt 
the ſuppoſed preſumption in private perſons, or parts 
cular Churches to judge of publick Eſtabliſhments by 
a ſeeming Superiour Authority : that without ſome 
judgment of diſcretion in the former there is no room 
for a proper Moral Act, much leſs are they Dang ot 
a truly Religious Obligation, which an abſolute iny 
plicite faith perfe&ly deſtroys. But whilſt every man 
15 bound to Srove his own work, and muſt bear hi 
own: burden, he muſt examine the grounds of his 
aſſent according to his capacity, and determine himſelf 
by the beſt motives he can. procure, and is concerned 
at hisutmoſt peril rodo it with all due reſpe& to the 
Authority and Judgment of his Superiours, as well 
as the evidence of the things themſelves, which 
are no where in any Government befide thought in 
confiſtent. we CN ne 

Theſe Conſiderations duly weighed may obviate 
thoſe firſt prejudices which uſually lie in the way to 


intercept all thoughts of farther trial, andexamination 


of particular Points in controverſie, and may filence 
or ſhamerhe late'idle vaunts of fuch who;pretend to 
rexfon us out of our ſenſes, and undertake to .demon- 
ftrate'it 2. przor7 impoſſible that ever any falſe opinion 
ſhould get into the Church, or prevail therein, I wiſh 
theſe men would try their pains, 'and ſubrilty ro prove 


SQ 2 _ — m . op, 
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ty 


—  maintainedinthe Chnrchof England, 
it impoſſible there could be any ſuch thing as wilſul ſin 
in the world. I preſume they might have as good To- 
picksto pretend to it from all convictions of Reaſen oc 
Intereſt. Bur after the moſt artificial compoſures here- 
in they would hardly believe themſelves, or be cred:- 
red\by others againſt their experience. It were well 
i they might prevail to make that leſs frequent which 
al muſt own fo unreaſonable in' it ſelf, and deſtruftive 
—_— | | | 

” 0bjef.z. But our Adverſaries will yet.urge upon us, 
that ſuppoſing, not granting ſuch a degeneracy” in the 
Church, and need of Reformation: yet this ſhould 
have been done in order to preſerve Catholick nity by 
common conſent ina general Council, and with molt 
mature deliberation, and conſultation. - 
 Anſw. Tt. Thiz was moſt earneſtly defired, and inſi- 
fied on by the- firſt Reformers, witneſs the greacr 
[mportunitics of Charles the Fifth with the Pope upon 
their inſtance. | | 

2. When this ſeemingly prevailed, and a pretended 
Council was called, it was far from being free or ge- 
neral, The Italian, and meer titular Biſhops ovit- 
numberd-all the reſt, 'and both one and the other were 
overawed by the Popes immediate Dependants 'or De- 
gates, and all things carried by ſuch ſtratagems of 
Policy, or partiality of Intereſt that the only care ta- 
ken was to fix the diſeaſe, and not provide for the cure 


that ſom@ Princes of their own Communion entred 
their Proteſtations againſt its proceedings, diſowning 
any Obligation to be tied up to their determina- 
tions. 


| poſlible. | 


F2 From 


bythe beſt account we have of thoſe tranſattions: So. 


© 3. Asthe divided ſtate of Chriſtendom'now ſtands, - 
it'is rather tobe wiſh'd for, chan ſuppoſed almoſt | 
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com - the different Intereſts and inclinations of 
.rinces, who will hardly agree together in the Sum- 
mons, place, or time of meeting, or about the perſons 
who arc to reſort to it from their ſeveral Dominions. 
While the Roman Empire was intire, the Emperours 
Edit alone was Summons ſufficient to almoft the 
whole Chriſtian Church. But now who. ſhall take 
upon him to call or invite ſo many from fo diſtant 
places no way under his Authority? And that the 
Popc ever pretended to this power-till of late can ſcarce 
be pleaded againſt ſuch clear Evidences, and Examples; 
and where he is ſo much concerncd, it will bejudged 
more unreaſonable for him to demand ir, I this diffi 
culty were overcome by any conſent, or.condeſcenſion: 
yer ſo many jealouſics, and crofs intereſts are. be: 

ind, that will be, and have becn laid in-the way of 
their firſt mecting together with a requiſite peaceable 
diſpoſition, .as are not. calily. foreſcen, and tels readily 
governed ; not to interpoſe the difficulties of the jour- 
neys from ſuch. diſtant- places, and of. the diſcontinu. 
ance fo long from home of the chief Governours of 
the Church : many doubts and controverſies: of the 
number, and quality of perſons having right tg vote 
therein by themſelves, or Repreſentaxives will not 
ſoon be adjuſted, and without theſe and fuch likede- 
rermined there is no preparation made for ſo venerable 


_ an Aſſembly. 


Krelefia' non + 
mm rus Epiſ- 
£OÞor1uMs Ter- 


After all, when never ſo duly met, we have neither: 
Reaſon, Promiſe, or Example to ſuppoſe them: now in 
fallibly guided in their determinations, but that they 


cullian.de pj--Or the . greater part may be miſtaken rhemſelves, or- 
bitiazCi2 2 


miſlead orhers, through paſſion, and falſe intereſt, or: 
be carried away-in the. noiſe or torrent of a multitude,. 
or be impoſed on by the crafty.He that conſiders matter 
of fact, more than the fineſt Schemes, and molt ſubtil. 

are dpeenbrqpy=rromacs Reaſonings 


«3 w Arq os EY On 


 malytainied niche Chirch» of England, 

Reaſonings ofhis own brain,how-thingsarcot ſtranpe.- 
ly and unaccountably carried in publick- meetings of 
men _'of extraordinary Fame? yea, id ſome” Colincils 
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themſelves ;- and/ ſome 'of very. acted "Repiite 
the Church, (#) will think'this "no hard'ſuppofal': a 62g. vey, 
though their orderly Sentence carries the moſt venera- ROT. 5 z 
ble Authority below Heaven. Tt ſeems to argue the Ep 3%.p8:9. 
heiphth of Blaſphemy to arreig God himſelf offadiſcre & Ep. 135. 
rion;/if ir be poſſible fot any tt of tulmber of niet $964; oe 
ro err from theit Duty : And very preſuniprivus its to p 451. Theed, . | 
charge the Supreme Providence of defe&t in rhe pro- FP-4 12-00% 3 
viſion for the continuance of his Church if they be ca- eres 
_ pable ro fall away: yea, ler God. be'true byt eyery- 
man lize when brought in competition, Bo: wil hor 
be ryed upby our moſt plauſible Methods'in the way . 
of ſecuring'his own. Truth, which ſball ar Jaſt-pre- 
_ vail though condemned: whoſe wiſdom is unfearcha- 
ble, and his ways eft paſt our finding out.” He will | 
brinþ to paſs his own holy defrgns, though by tncans to | 
us moſt enlikely, or it maybe ſeemingly oppoſite. 
Whoever feriouſly reflets upon Toes ings Wil : 
have lirtle ceafon to quarrel at the Reformation for - 
want-of this formal eſtabliſhment in Female, 22 w9ING 
-:No Chriſtian, or Churchis chargeablewithithe lack. 
of that which'ir is not tn'their poiyer to procure. Men . © 
may pleaſe themſe]ves with remore Specylations, . and 
the faireſt hopes,'ahd wiſhes:of ſuch an Authoritative . 
Decifion-of the difpures in controvetic;- bur if-ir. be 
not to be had, we-mmaſt Teſt 'content' with; and make 
the beſt uſe we'can' of that 'provifion which' God. in - 
mercy hath indulged us for our ſufficient fatisfattion, 
andfafery. 28 IT: FIN OJ 26 I ITT 
Every particular National-Church direQly* fubje&-- 
to no other may; and oupht to reform! it.-felf from”: 
known Abuſes-: keeping within the: Rule of Lay : 
\OFg;,.., 
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n id3poſible givieg- juſt offence 
ang-b ing ready -to;;give an. agccotnt of 

1s. prococdingy” phcrein} to; all; andao.altce-anything 
_ phar;ſhall.he ig ani, or add: whatcyer may. be 

- . Prove: wantiap,, 50 rEceiye- others-into, \its, Communi- 

10, a6 ro.communicate with..them.fo.far' as may be 

I {ut ent. - with: common Chriſtiavity own'd, by: all, 
= (4, EA agdeay, grjng15o. prelgye; Peace, and-Unity: with: All 
DORg: Gaia the[ fameLo ord, praying..to God: to jn-- 


19 any; te 


, OE 


A 4mprove them, inore. and-more ; ſuch hath: 
4 "Ws contitued Hin, and proceeding of. the Church 
: of England, - - 
We be eve t ng, true Member. of this auld law 
refaled, the enexal.Communion of the truly Catholick 
Church: in pots daguſine's Age, ot for ſometime after, 
though po ſlibly every opinion, or practice then current 
be not ſuited to their preſent judgment, or wiſh, Nei- 
ther, can we think atter ſo ſlrange : alteration, of Cir- 
ſtans +.chrough ſo, many;;degeneratg Ages, thar 
or holy;Far ather.in; his emineac zeal for 


4'S. Ang.adv, Criſeon. Granmat z.t: Jo. the molt (a Catholi ck i 
P-26 3. Ego: in Eccleſia ſum- cufus membra ©: @): Communi 


Gre 2c ammuee ach © tbe. - 08 therein, would now-have bee 
po gti ol, _ Liane fi in much, moyed by our! preſent+ Ad-- 
Eon {CGE wtane Sears arogane. ins of Jo 
: 101 aeſerathns |, ringer n4 4 them ſelves; alone, : though- - againlt 
ON Kar The R Rules and Principles of it with. 

all others. No Foundation is-laid for it here but by 

the abſolute. lvbmiſſen; of, all others ro. their uſurp'd 
"Authority, a s gr impious determinations. Now- 

who can } To OE -univerſal Peaceang Unity from, 

ſuch terms of accommodation, only-fit- for an infulring 
'Conquerour to impoſe, like thoſe which Nahafſh the 

| Ammonnite propounded to the men of Fabeſh Gilead'to 

thruſt our all their, right eyes,.and ly, it go a reproach: 

UPON; all Iſcael, I-Sam LI av, nn; | 
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miſcarriages of fome;ingaged inche Refitmatip 
» Anſw;lf, any didwbarcthey/ought nor,” or Wit 


 MaintibdiutheCburth of Bogland. = 
+ Objed. 3:: Sometimes they obje&t t0 is the perſoHil 


> 


-n6t,'6r with nef- 

juſtifiable deſigns what chey ought, the Chutch'iFtd - 
way accoyntables.it: whatthey did inthe' Reformaci- 
on,as ſuch,were good, and they haddufficientAutho- 


rity for doing it, which weareready td:maiiitain, that 


is all ſhe is. reſponſible for, were othe? impurgcions 
really true; ,which they. oft are-nor:' However it' will 
be.an endlc. diſpute, ihd:ibdereniviged! would add 
little to checauſe. | I:mhay:add,few'preatand: publick 
Changes are brought about,. where-ſomany intereſts 
are concerned, either-way to prbmore, -orkinder them 
in which allchings-arc carried: withe.thavieleitnels atrd 
evenneſs that were;to-be defired-)!: PrivattiPerfons arc 
not chargeable; with-the ſuppoſed :defe&ts-of-publick 
Adminiſtrations, of which they have not'the manage- 
ment if nothing be required: of:chem-.againſt their ex- 
preſs Duty, and they. be: provided: vi alb neceffary 
means. of their Salyaxion, : thoangh izheyi'may* be. in- 
clined to wiſh ſome things :had been ordered other- 
O4jef. 4. Our Enemies: on both: ſides are apt toob- 

jeft tous the want of due Diſcipline, if-not abfolutely 
neceſſary to the being.of the Church, yet fo far uſetul 
to the well-being, and perteQion- of-it, thar it ought 
to. have. great weight in determining our choice” to 
one Communion-betore another, and ig'one of the maſk 
ſenſible bands of Unity.inche Cburaly) 155174 # 
__ Anſw. 1. The, reſtauration: of the Primitive Vigour 
of this hath been always wiſtrd for by'our Church, as. 
in_the. Preface to. the Commination, butithe accom? 
= From the. degeneracy; of the Age, Whieh' woul# 
hardly bear, tx, ; . He that Governs inalefs _—__ 
ns w_ SES ad. 
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find how. oft. he nwſt bear with hides; Whivt 
does ngtapprovet and:much eaſier it is to find | 


| he 


$ Lent” ? "4 4;7niT0 YHſig 5 

" From ahe ylcipliciey'vf Diviſions) which-Weaken 
| all 0aFoure pier it; and then froward” men un. 
wit charge the Church with what they themſelves 
make. z almoſt. es whereas; if executed, ir 
woauſd.r achemſelvcsas:heatlyias/any who! are now 
ſo clamprqugagainſtheinioſt center; and: "chatitablc 
hs oy oo Tad AIEE inhmane, Re 


ans 
Ez >. 9 -ry af —Omin ate: > Caf and 


-Prieſtly Abſolutionuipon the Tapobiion of very infig- 


- nificant Penance, and fo-over apain. For hereb eb 
- have the Authority: of their! Chutch''to pe min 
.them the dangerous preſumption: that they have'thus 
readily cleared themſelves before God, and fo ſoon 
perſetted their Repentance for ſuch Sins, which we 


'find them not ſo. watchful againſt afterward, as that, 


by. bertee or make them, 


hurch: of: Z- ohond ed ichd private 


Confeſſion for our clearer ErisfaQtion, and direfion 
in difficult caſes as moſt needfal: &Þ.. cannot truly ſay 
-that it: is an..jndifpenſable_ co ndition =o our pardon, 
which was never ſo' believed, orprattiled rw hurt 
for many Cearyties: ; If people: will: rot! be perſuaded 
$9 their Priviledge, un os be foreed-to it by falſe 
denunciations, they muſt took to that; if they mil. 
carry it lies at their own door, while: they have no 
hopes here giventhem of pardon'l bur upo EAR. an 
mice Repentance as deſtreys [the habit of fig 


pi an toamend what ſometimes We know to be.” 


mainteined in the Chnrch if England. 
plantsthe contrary Grace ; and what need they may 
have of the Aſſytance of a Spiritual Guide, and othet 
helps in many Cafes in order to this effe&t, they may 
belt conſider. | | 
3. However thedue adminiſtration of Diſcipline is 
to be placed among conveniencies, and advantages to 
be wiſh'd for, rather than neceſſaries we cannot bz: 
without; and it hath been, and will be in all Ages of 
tie-Church more or leſs perfe& according -to a_ great 
many contingencies not to be ſtated before-hand, The 


ral benetit of the Community ,and not thar ſheis bound 


under it ; and yet after all the ſtrifteſt care, and impar- 
tiality there will be room for the final Separation, when 
our Lord ſhall-fend his Angels to gather out of his own 
Kingdom all offences, and them which do iniquity. If 


only in what is good, we muſt flee out of any Church 
that Ever yet was, or Will be, fo far as weknow, ia 
tnis World, and ſo from any hopes in that to come: 
yet ſcarce any conſiderable Schiſm hath appeared in 
the Church, which did not ſhelter it felf under this 
pretence. | 

4. Farther it may bealledged that feveral reſtraints 
may be upon the Church from the Civil Power. When 
this had ſaffered ſo much by former Encroachments, 
and Uſaurpations no wonder if ir-ſtiltrerain ſome jca- 


aſt off, and provide as ſecurely as it can for irs future 
preſervation, though by ſuſpending ſome of that our- 
ward afliſtance very coriduceable to the due cfiett of 
Church Cenfures, and ſometimes by putting a ſtopto 
their ſenſible progreſs, in ſome cafes 'where no ſuch 


G "danger 


Church hath eyer judgp'd it the beſt meaſure of uſing it 
loas may molt ſerve the ends of Religion, and the gene- 


always up to the ſtrict merit of the perſons falling 


we will thun all communication with rheſe, though 


buſie of thar Yoke which with ſo much difficulty « 
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danger or neceſſity required it. Men by miſtakes,or pre- 


jadice may ſtrein each power too far. Better experience 


of the Regular management of the Eccleſiaſtical,may.jn 
due time encourage the Secular farther to enlarge their 


Liberty, and encourage their orderly proceedings ſo as 


may bz moſt ſubſervient to the ends of true Religion, 
aad theadvancement of the common ſecurity of Church 
and State. All che power which the Church pretends tg 
a3 {uch is ſpiritual, and that can make no alteration in 
the Civil Rights of men. : 

5. Yet after all, rhe Church amongſt us hath not on. 
ly ſufficient Authority committed to her by Chriſt; 
but reſerved, and countenanced by the Laws of the 
Land to teſlifie her Abhorcence of all notorious Scan- 
dals, to the ſhame, and confuſion of groſs Offenders, 
and as a direful earneſt of a worle doom that awaits 


{$4 « 


moſt advantagious outward Bond of Unity therein, in 
purfuir of priyate Aſſemblies, and ſeleM Congregati- 
Cielo yy Mn ons 


- 
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ons, Where all - Atts of Diſcipline muſt needs be ſup- | 
poſed Arbitrary on one fide, and precarious on the 
other. When he or 'they who inflit them own no. 
power over them to aw, or - direct their proccedings, 


or upon juſt occaſion to reverſe their Sentence; nor 


he whb- falls under them has'any other engagement 


to fubmilſLon than his own free ACt, nor can ſuffer 
any farther prejudice without it, than to he forced 
ir may be to change his Company, or place of meeting. 
What ever grave, and ſolemn appearance this may car- 
ry -at the firſt ſetting up of ſuch a new Government, 
it wiil ſcon degenerate-into Mockery, or Contuſion, 
Whatfoever deſtroys_the Unity of the Church over. 
turns the main firength, and Foundation: of all Diſci- 
pline; the defccts hereot we may hope to.ſeerepaired 
with the prefervation-ot that, but without that no 
proſpect appears of any overtures towards it. 


7. To which, may be added in the laſt place, what- 


ever want of Diſcipline any may lay to the charge of 
the Church 'of Exg/ana, none can complain of her 
breach of that Unity therein, which all Chriſtian 
Churches 6ughtto maintaih. She neither invades the 
Rights, nor pretends to reverſe the juſt and regular 
Cenfures, nor countenances the Schiſmaricks,. n« r 
difallows the minifirations of any other Church fo far 
as conſiſtent with the expreſs Inſticutions of our bleſſed 
Saviour; and the univerſally received practice of his 
Chuxch, though otherwiſe mix'd'with ſeveral corrupri- 
ons which ſhe wiſhes removed. RI 'v 

. Obje&. 5. Laſtly,,our Roman Adverſaries object t 
us the many obſlinate Schiſms, and groſs Hereſies, 
which haye fprung up ſince the Reformation, and as 
they. pretend out of it, from the forſaking of thatbond 
of: Unity in the Catholick Church; only to be hoped 
tor in their Communion, where alone they ſay theſe are 
prevented, 'or ſoon cured, G 2. Anſw. 
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45. The firſt part of matter of fa@ is too notori- 
ous tobe denied, and tov ſcandalous to be defended : 
bur--againſt rhe: latter part of the original of -rhefe 
Schiſms, and Berefies many juſt exceptions. may be 
interpoſed, * 

I. The Reformation pives no countenance t6 them, 
but: ſeverely condemns them, and provides ſufficient 
means preventorremove them; it notwithſtanding 
wicked men of corrupt Principles, and depraved man- 
ners flee hither for ſhelter ro hide their enormities, and 
abuſe or pervert the moſt wholfom Inſtitutions, and 
advantagious opportunirics for their ſpiritual proficien- 
cy to the moſt contrary purpoſes;. The guilt and ill 
conſequence will lie only at their own doors, Chriſti- 
ans muſt not be debarred of the ordinary means of 
Grace, becauſe ſome turn. this Grace into wantonneſs. 
St. Peter-tells us of fome who wreſt the Scriptures un- 
to their own deſtruCtion; bur neither he nor any other 
then, or for many Ages aſter thought this motive ſuſfi- 
cient todeprive the People of the uſe of them, made it- 
rather an argument of conſulting them with greater 
caution and diligence, leſt Being led away with the e&- 
ror of the wicked they fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſg. 

2. There were many Schiſms and Hereſ:s 
ſprung up in the firſt and beſt Apes of the Church, 
even in the times of the Apoſtles rhemſelves, as: 
appears by feveral intimations in their Writings, 
and in the immediatly ſucceeding, while many 
Apoſtelical men were living, and-if we compare the- 
account we have of them in the moſt ancient Authors, 
particularly in /rez4us, they were as wild, and cxtra- 
vagant aS any-of the later date: yer the Apologiſts for: 
true Chriſtianity thought: themſelves very injuriouſly. 
Eharged with thoſe blaſphemous Principles, or flagiti- 
ous Prattices which they wholly rettounced, or dil. 


maintained in the Church of England”. 45" 
owned, The evil one is always moſt bufic ro ſowhis : 
Tares amongſt the beſt Wheat. But that whichis moſt 
to our purpole here to obſerve, is that the fame method . 
which the Octhodox Chriſtians then made uſe of for . 
the Confuration, and Conviftion oi Hereticks and : 
Schiſmaricks, we {till appeal to, by bringing them to - 
the touchſtone of Scriprure, and next to that the moſt. 
Orthodox, and Catholick Tradition. Whereas how 
ſhort and eafie a decifion-to-all debares might have. 
beet fetchr hence, had they had the: fame apprehenſi- 
on of ' the Authority and Efficacy thereof by referring- 
all Controverſies depending to the determination of 
the; Roman Church, the Mother, and Miſtris of all, 


' and to that- infallible condudt ſetted therein : bur nor 


to her after the expreſs Word of God, it is in common :. 

with many other Churches, - eſpecially thoſe of Apo-- 

ſtolical foundation, as in.7ertullian, Ireveus, St.Au- 

gofin, $&c. where they have to deab-with ſuch.-per- | 
a Tertullzan. 

S (4) * adv. Marcions + 
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one word of thar; _— when they make their appeals. 


| Pldeamme quod lac & Paxlo Corinthli baxſrrint 3 ad quanrigulan Galate ſunt recorrefti ;, quid 


legant Philippenſts, Theſſalonicenſes, Epbeſii, quid etiam Romens at proximo ſonent, quiyus 
Evergelinn & Prira, & Pants ſanguine quogue ſno fignatam retiquerunt ; babems @ Pohan- 
2X elumnas Iecleſiad.. | 

14: mat praſcript adve Hat. C35. p.215. Perture Evclt3s Apofiolices &* proxime ft tihs .- 
Achaia, babes Corinthum, ff non longe es a Macedonia, babes Philzppos, babes Thiſſalonicenſes ;, - 
fopotes in Aſe:m renders babes Epbeſurn ; {i aatens Italie edjares hebrs Romam. Ft ivid. c. 32, 
p.213- de ali, Rua denigue inflituratur tamen in («dew fide corfirantes non minis Aeſftolice . 
deputantur pro conjunguinitate dotirine. 

S.Trenzus adv. Her. A Zo C, 2. Pe. 232. ; 
_ $. Auguſtin. de anetati Ecelefie, Cc. ho. Ti 7: Pe 531. ad Corinthins,.ad Ephafins, a1 
Thefſ2lonicenſes, ad Coloſſenſes. Vos folas Apeſtoli Eyiſtolas:3n lifiione, vas autem Epilloly in : 
Liftiont, as fide, & ipſus Eccleſia in Communiont retinewss. Wbid. c. 16. p 546. ttrum ipfe 
Keelefam trneamt nou uifj Divinarum Scripturarum -Canonitis libris oflendent : quia nts oes - 
propterea dicimus nebue eredere oportere quod 3n Eccltþa Clrifli ſumus, quia ipſam quam tents - 
nuconmndevit Miltvitanus Optatus, vel Mediolanenſis Ambroſous,uel alii innumerabiles no- 
fire Commuionis Epiſzops, axt quia moſtrorum Collegarum Conci:in apſa pr adicata et ;, aut quia - 

tam orbcmin docs fonftas tante minabilia vel txanditiveun, vel faritatum fiurt, Kc. que- 
cungue talia ix Catholich fiunt, ideo ſunt approbazae quia in Catholich fiunt, nan idro ip'ama- - 
neſt atur Catbolica, quid hec in ma fiunts 2 
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3. The prerence of the moſt abſolute Authority in 
the one part, and the extortion of the moſt implicite 
Belief, and blind Obedience in the other among them 
havenort.been able to ſecure themlclyes from conſide- 
rable diſſentions, and Diviſions in opinion, and pra: 
tice. It theſe have not broke out ordinarily.into the 
molt open Schiſms, and Herefies, the ſtop is more due 
rothe craft and policy whereby they. oft .compromiſe 
the matter between both parties, or to that. outward 
force and violence which reftrains them, rather;than to 
any opinion which they themſelves have of this. ready 
means of endingail dilputes. We find in the fiercelh 
debates among them-how little heed is given to, this 
infallible cure farther thanintereſt or neceſlity inclines 
them. There may be;a way of preventing controyer; 


ſies, which defiroys all Religion, and makes way for 


Atheiſm ; in ſuch a caſe I necd not enquire where tho 
adyantape lies. Lone no toned 
4. We may anſwer, moſt of thoſe miſchicts had-rheir 
riſe from the ruines of the Church of England, when 
chat was violently aſſaulted and broken, its Authori- 
ry deſpiſed, its Conſtirutiens vilified, its Order defaced} 
its faithful Adherents perſecuted, then FaQtion, and 
Diſorder, ſtrange DoQrines, Phrenſical Opinions, .and 
all manner of Tooſeneſs in Principles, and Pradtices 
camein likea torrent, and overſpread the Land, which 
before skulkt in corners, and were little taken notice 
of. The Reſtitution of the Church hath in great mea- 
ſure put a ſtop to their progreſs ; I know not of any 
Seft, which hath ſtarted up ſince that time: Buralmoſt 
every year before brought forth ſeveral, If her pains 
and care have not yet been ſo ſucceſsfully preyalent as 
to recover, and reſtore all that have gone aſtray, ſhe 
hath not been wanting in her endeavours towards 'it, 
which have reduced many;*and itis no little time, oo 
| eaſie 


maintained in the Church of. England, 

eaſie task torepair the Raines of ſuch long Confuſions, 
and Deſolations. COS 

\. 5.' We owea great part of thefe Calamities'to the 
ſame perſons, who now charge them upon us; for'be- 
ſide the influence which their Apents, Principtes, and 
Examples had-in'contriving and promoting thoſe unna- 
rural Commotions, and Rebellions in the. State which 
I am not now concerned to examine/;"1et'matrer of 
fac determine thar asir hath been found more or leſs 
plain: Thus far we have abundant evidence that ſeve- 
ral of their Emiflaries have herded with the chief of 
our Diſlenters, and if ſome of the groſſeſt Sets were 
not framed among them firſt, as ſcems-very probable, 
yer moſt "of them have becn much fomented; 'and 


{irengthened by them, and they have been oft found 


ating their parts under that diſguiſe, and have cm- 
ployed on all occaſions their intcreſt to ſhelter, and 
proteQ them, according to the known maxime of their 


Policy, that the readicſt way of effe&ing our ruine 


was by increaſing, and ſomenting our Diviſions ; here 
they haye found: their greateſt harveſt. For when. 
mens minds are unſctled, and they grown-giddy with 
being long turned about by every new wind of Do- 
Citrine, and are weary ct tumbling and toſſing from one 
Party to another, they will eahly catch hold of any. 
fancied ſupport, and be ſoonet betrayed to yield rhem- 
ſelves Captives to the deluſory: hopes of reſt and fer- 
tlementamongſt them. ; es 
i: 6. To all which may be added, much of that irre- 
yerence,. and contempt of Perſons, and things Sacred, 


which have made way for the forementioned ſad Ca-. 
lamities amongſt us are moſtly due ro their Oppreſſi-' 
ons, Inſolencies, or Deluſions. When the-People bad” 
folong groaned under their tyrannical yoke, and into-. 
lterableburdens, and found rhemſelyes fo ofr cheated: 


by: 
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_ by:their manifeſt impoſtures, no marvel it they be 
over-fcarful of what they had ſuffered ſo much irom, 
and afterwards too. ſuſpicious of being deluded again, 
and be ſoon tempted to tranſgreſs due meaſure in the * 
_ . tiſe of theirlibercy, being juſt recovered from extreme 
 Navery, though ſo many years have paſled fince, as 
will hardly admit of a tolerable excuſe: Yet better ex- 
perience,and longer conſideration we hope in time may 
teach them to diltinguiſh herween the certain Intereſts 
of true Religion, and the hypocritical  wiles of world- 
ly Craft and Policy, and ſo to think a due reſpect, and 
- Obſequiouſnels to thoſe who ſincerely manage the for- 
mer, neceſlary to preſerve them from being impoſed on 
by the later, and prevent their failing into thelike 
miſcarriages Which they obſcrve in others ; And that 
Apoſtolical Government, good Order, wholſom Diſci- 
pline, ſound DoCQtrine, and Uniform Devotion may no 
longer ſuffer under the falſe, but moſt odious charge of 
Popery, and that they who have under God been moſt 
inſtrumental in reforming, and defending the Church 
trom the real, and groſs Corruptions thereof, may not 
ſtill be oppreſſed wxh the unreaſonable clamourof a 
meer invidious name, which they that uſe moſt know 
very little what they mcan by ir, only that it denotes 
ſomewhat favoured by them of whom they have de- 
Frvedly an ill opinion, The caſe hath been too like 
exemplified in another Inſtance, eſpecially of late years, 
in which many Hypocrites have fo ſcandalouſly abuſed 
the moſt ſolemn pretences ro Sanctiry and Devotion 
for a covering or continuance to the moſt horrid Op» 
preſiions, Schiſms, and Rebellions, that they have em- 
'boldened profane men to ſcorn, and ſend out open De- 
fiances againſt the very appearance' of Religion, and 
poſlibly tempred others ſerious, and hearty lovers of 
irs cauſe to be too modeſt,and ſhamefaced in irs defence: 


yer 
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yet we hope unfcigned Piety will be always juſtified of 
irs Children. Surably truly Catholick Principles, and 
Obſervances may vindicate themſelves, though groſs 
Errors, and Impoſlures have long paſſed under that 
diſguiſe : Notwirhftanding ordinary People, not a!- 
ways the beſt diſtinguiſhers, and who are often hurri- 
ed from one extreme to another, do not readily diſcern 
one from the other, but having found themſelves once 
cheated; be a long time overzealous of a like deſign 
upon them. TEK 

VI. Fromthe Premiſes duly conſgdered will, I hope, 
in the cloſe be inferred the ſtrongeſt motive, and Obli- 

ation upon all among us heartily to embrace, and 

cadily to perſevercinthe Communion of our Church: 
to ſhare iti Mpſe happy Advantages and Bleſlings, 
which all who rightly improve it may promiſe them- 
ſelves therein. She deſires by all means poſlible to 
convince their Conſciences, and incline their AﬀeCtions 
co a willing compliance withtheir indiſpenſable Duty, 
and higheſt Priviledge, rather than over-aw their per- 
tons by ſevere Cenſures, or the following condign pu- 
niſhments. Nay, it neceſſity force nponany the execu- 
tionof the laſt, when they will not hearken to the for- 
mer, ſhe pleads the ſame Charity for the Principle 
of both, not only to prevent others from being: ſedu- 
ced by the ſame Errors: But alfo thus to deter them 
from more. diſmal Nuns ag and hereafter, which 
hangs over them perſiſting ſtill in ITT Big 
the Fae Shltlnacy: to) Of all the |, 7 3 Sn 4p; Hf. Periilect, 


| 2, T. 7. P. 101. Not vos occidimz:, 
hath the tendereſt compaſſion, ſid pf voſmet ver morte occiditis, 


thon gh making > rence, but 1 Þhogd ab Unitatis wiud radice 
without partiality. Some muſt be 


=p with Fear, and almoſt violently pulled out of the 
=... 


Eo. | Men 
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 Menmmay make a noiſe withthe odious name of Per- 


fecution ; yet our Adverfaries of both extremes have 


little reaſon to objeCt thar, of which chey themſelves 
ſtand ſo deeply chargeable when in their power. But we 
relie not on that Plea, which however it offend them, 
would not clear us. No fetled Government, Civil, or 
Sacred, was ever, or is more gentle,and compatſhionate 
in its inflictions than ours: It when this Tenderneſs 
was requited with new and greater Infolence, and more 
obſtinare Contempt, Authority begin to put on a more 
harſh, and ſevere Countenance, and make uſe ofthe 
rod of its power tocorrect the peeviihnels of ſome, or 
reſtrain the extravagancies of others, it is to be hoped 
they will in the end findit tor their edification, and not 


| for their deſtruCtion, and may ſee cauſe 0 bleſs God, 


b S. Aug. Epiſt, 
48. ad Vincen- 
tzum. T2. 


þ-167.174, 


and thank thcir Governours for thoſe benign Penalties, 
which almoſt forceably opened their eyes to diſcern 
that evidence which pertinacious obſtinacy had ſhut 
themagainſtin all other Perſuaſives, . as (5) St. Auga/tin 
declares ſeveral of the Donatiſts had profeſſed to him, 
and therefore ſaw great reaſon to recal, and recant the 
many clamours they had raiſed on this occaſion. I hope 
we are not without many ſenſible Inſtances of the good 
effe& hereof among our ſelves, though. it be very dif- 
ferent in ſome from what it is in others ; bur the ten- 
ency of it is certainly to what is good inall. 
Experience, and farther conſideration may have 
ade all prudent and ſober Friends to true Piety, Vir- 


fue, and good Order aſhamed of the popular Plea of 


Liberty, or that men ought to be left free from any 
reſtrainr, or Impoſitions 'in matters of Religion, and 


Conſcience; which muſt needs confound all peace, and 


overturn all Government in every Society, and fo de- 
{troy the being of .the Church as ſuch, and expoſe pri- 
vate perſons. to all manner of ſtrange deluſions, and 
extra- 
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extravagant enterpriſes without the leaſt guard or de- 
fence 3 beſide rhe ill aſpect ir hath on the Givil Peace ; 


I may add, It never was, and I doubt never will be 


practiſed by any Party of men, when they can do 


otherwiſe, who flee to it only for Sanftuary.when they - 


can find ſhelter no where beſide. Would men but im- 
partially look abroad, or conſult former times, or but 


really conſider what were like to be their ſtate under 


any other ſetled Conſtitution by whatever favourable 
CharaQter it may have bcen repreſented, they mighr 
find little temptation to querulous uncaſineſs in their 
preſent condition, and ſmall encouragement to ſeek, 
and improve every occaſion to quarrel at thoſe few,and 
mild reſtraints laid on them, eſpecially if withal they 
would faithfully refle&upon the ill uſe which hath been 
made of more remiſsneſs, 

Indeed Chriſtianity, which is the Goſpel of Love, 
and Peace; and is almoſt wholly made up of Charity, 
inclines us firſt, and moſt, to the mildeſt methods; as 
moſt grateful, moſt likely to win upon other mens 
zood affections, and to teſtifie our own. But then 
this mildneſs may be turned into the greateſt cruelty to 
the guilty as well as to the innocent,. yea, to the whole 
Community. Our great wiſdom will be ſo to purſue 
the former as we may avoid the latter, and I know not 
where itis done more cautiouſly than here. 

If we were to examine the ſtrange and ſtiff Aver- 
lations in'many to the Communion of our Church, we 
ſhall fad them moſtly owing to blind Prejudice, and 
groſs-Ignorance of what is required of them, more than 
to any. other Principles. They have been brought up 
in a very ill opinion-ot- our Service meecrly by odious 
Rames; ſly and invidious Characters given: to it from 
perſons' whoſe ſincerity and judgment :they: relie on, 
and fo..are. before reſolved againſt any farther my; 
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and induſtriouſly ſhun all opportunities of better in-. | 


tormarion either by perfonal Conference, or reading 
out Books. They think themſelves ſufficiently farisft- 
ed, and go on to hate and revile, but rhey ofterr know 
not har, nor why. Tf we could bring them ro make 
their own trial, who arealways jealous of any attempts 
frcm us, matter of fa&t would be their belt confurari- 
on, and their own Eyes and Ears prove their moſt efte- 
Ctual conviCtion, fo as to wonder at their former obſti- 
nacy,which ſome of them have confeſſed upon this ex- 
perience. I believe were ſome fierce Difſenters ask'd, 
they can ſcarce ſay, that they ever ſeriouſly read, or 
atrentively heard the | Liturgy, and know very little 
whar it is therein which offends them; I am ſure they 
will hardly tell us. Sometimes meer novelty ſtartles 
them, and they are afraid only for not being uſed 
EO it. | 
Theſe, and many fuch little Objeftions, that we can 
ſearce gueſs at would foon be removed by this ſenſible 
proof reach'd down to all capacities ; and a ſober, ſtea- 
dy temper of mind, with a firm, and well-grounded 
belief in moſt of the material Points of Chriſtian Do- 
ftrine, variouſly inculcated in the ſeveral Offices of 
our Liturgy, would grow up more and more in them; 
for want of this we find in ſeveral Zealots very little 
knowledge of the firſt Principles of Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and indeed very little to be learnt from thoſe man- 
ner of diſcourſes and Phrafes ro which they have been 
hicherto uſed. gut more particularly may theſe Re- 
flettions be applied ro invite the Romaniſts amongſt 
us unto the free, ſincere, and cordial Communion with 
the Church of Eng/and,which once,though only to out- 
ward appearance, they' generally obſeryed, and have 
almoſt: nothinp ro obje& againſt ir but the' raſh; and 
Schiſmatical InterdKt of a forein uſurped Power. bh 
i X | 1 


maintamed im the Church of England.” 
"the terms of our Communion are moſt truly Catho- 
lick hath been the chief deſign of this ſmall Tract to 
prove,. and thereby to prevent the common prejudice 
irom the name 'of- rhe Catholick, and Apoſtolick 
Church, in which, -whatever they afſume ro them- 
| ſelves, we have as good a title to our ſhare as any 

Church in the world. And no ſenſible evidence have 
we of our Communion with that Catholick Church, 
but by communicating with the more particular 
Church in which Divine Providence hath placed us, 
where nothing is required of us repugnant to the Bond. 
of Unity in the whole. Lg | 

Many of our Church, yea, our Conſtitution it ſelf 
have been often charged, and reviled, though moſt un- 
juſtly, with too favourable an inclination to them of 
Rome : becauſe whatever of good Order, and decent 
Solemnity, as well as ſound Dottrine, and wholfom 
Inſtruction was found among rhem, is ſtill retained and 
- cheriſhed by us. And that weare not fo hafty and 
peremptory in-unchurching them all together,or damn- 


ing preſently all that have been, or are ſtill of their 
Communion, as ſome would have us : which is in effe- 


for being more tender in preſerving the Principles of 


true Catholick Unity. than in pleaſing fome private. 


humours or prejudices. 


Still we muſt -be aware that no pretended Charity. 


tothem, nor yet compliance with rhoſe who pretend 


the greateft oppoſition-to rhem muſt rempr us to be- 
ay the Truth of God, or violate our Obligation ro his 


Commnands on either ſide; and within thoſe bounds to. 


$ Church, and continue therein. It the former re- 


as Oh as much as poſſible, the Peace and Unity of 
hi | 
rort-our kindneſs upon us in new Oppoſitions: If the 


latter load our religious care. and motdcft caution with . 


| all choſe dreadful imputations (due to others: If we 


: -tfler- : 
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ſufter from both ſides, whilſt it is only for ſpeaking the 
Truth, and doing our Duty, which we have no power 
to alter ; we may juſtifie our ſelves before God, and: 
our own Conſciences, and in'due. time with all gos 
reaſonable, and conſiderative men, and'then it is n 
matter what the clamours, and captious cavils of other® 
lay upon us. ow 

Bur yet our Adverſaries of the Roman Perſuaſion 
muſt take notice, that while we are ſo wary, and ſpa- 
ring in our Cenſures of them, we are not the leſs ap- 

Ks, Ba of the extreme danger which attends thoſe 
groſs Errors and Superſtitions, wherewith we charge 
them, which have a direQ tendency to their ruine, and 
very. much undermine the foundations. of Faith, and. 
good Lite, which they own in common with us. What: 
may be their influence upon any particular perſons is 
more than we dare determine, and think always more 
fafe to incline to the favourable ſide, where it may be 
without prejudice to what is certainly true and good, 

Notwithſtanding whatever our opinion. be, that will 

not alter the aa at laſt, and thus far we are moſt de- 

terminate that the corruptions among them. are ſuch 
which every Church is bound: to reform, and every 
true. Chriſtian to keep at a diſtance from, as much as 
is in his power. | NT I RON 

Whatſoever were the condirion of thoſe who lived 
inthat Communion before the'Reformation, many of- 
chem groaned under thoſe Qppreſſions from which we 
are happily freed: nay,' whateyer: charitable allow- 
ance may {till be made for them; yyho now live with- 
in thoſeBoundaries where they havelittle opportunity 
of knowing better, and are under vaſt prejudices by 
contrary Education, and, the ſeyereſt aw, oyer them ; 

How fat, I ſay, theſe caſes may be pleadable; muſt be 


left ro God and their own, Conſciences, 


maintamed in the Church of. England. 

As for thoſe born, and bred among us, who have 
been treacherouſly deluded into Apoſtacy from us, or 
will perſiſt in their hereditary obſtinate averſeneſs 
co us againſt the cleareſt conviction, which they may 
receive, and-in oppoſition to the expreſs Laws of God, 
and of the Land, to the perpetual diſturbance of the 
State, and confuſion of the Church ; there appears 
no room for any excuſe to leflen their Crime, or alle- 
viate their. doom, which will be mightily increaſed, 
when all manner of hidden and-crafty Artifices, ot 
open violences againſt the common Rights of Humane 


Society, and moral Honeſty, as well as the Faith, 
and Charity of Chriſts Church are employed, and con- 


ſecrated into a religious but blind Zeal for the deſtru- 
ction of both, - 's Os 
No marvel if the Nation awakened with the eftc&s 
hereof, which it hath ſometimes telt, and oftenerhad 
reaſon to fear, have provided ſome ſevere Laws for an 
aw over them, and to -ſtop the firft beginnings of ſuch 
cxorbitant attempts, ready to break througlr all ord1. 
nary incloſures, and which will hardly be reſtrainzd 
by the uſual methods of Government. No temper is 
more difficultly. maſtered, or more miſchievous, if ler 


looſe,than ſucha falſe fiery zeal, which negleed burns 


all before it. 


But whatever may have been their Treatment of us 


' formerly, or we may juſtly apprehend would be {till, 
had they any opportunity, which God prevent : we 
cugit not, and hope ſhall not ever deſiſt from wiſhing, 
and . endeayouting, as much as isin our power, their 


real welfare, and ſoof all our implacable Enemies, and 
therein their hearty Union with us in the holy Offices 
of Religion. and Fellowſhip of Gods:Churech where * 
they live, with the ſincere renunciation of thoſe” dan- 


gerous Errors, and. Practices that hitherto keep them 


FF 


at a diſtance from us. . In 
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L 
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ſenſes would bear witneſs that God is in us of a rruth.. 
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In Concluſion, inſtead of querulous expoſtulations 
or catching occaſions tofind fault, we have greatreafon 
to admire and adore that gracious Providence, which 
amidſt ſo many Contufions, Diforders, and Corrupti- 
ons that preyail too much in moſt places round abour, 
hath placed our Lot in ſo happy a ſoil, and provided 


\ for us ſo goodly a Heritage, and ſafe Retreat in the Bo- 


ſom of that Church, whoſe Charity is as eminent as 


its Faith, and irs Order as ſignal as itsPurity; whoſe - 


Arms are always open to receive its returning Enemies 
with the moſt tender Compaſſions, as well as to cheriſh 
its faithful Friends with the moſt wholſom and indul- 
gent proviſions ; where nothing is wanting to enſure 
our ſafety, and encourage our proficiency in every 
thing that 1s good and excellent : which upon former 
trial of both the oppoſite extremes, the whole King- 


dom hath ſeen neceſſary to flee back into, to repair the 


Confufions and Devaſtations they had brought: and 
in its moſt dangerous Conyulfions here hath Find rhe 
readieft Cure, and under; whote name her very Ene- 
mies deſire to ſhelter rhemſelyes: which finally ingages 


us. toexpreſsour gratitude for ſo peculiar Priviledges 


by a ready and impartial Obedience to- the holy Do- 
Etrine weare taught, and a fruirtul improvement of all 
thoſe happy Advantages which we enjoy therein. That 
our Lives may be anſwerable to our Profeſſion, and 
our pious, virtuous, peaceable, and charitable Con- 
verfation may be in ſome proportion as defenſible, and 
remarkable as the Principles we. proceed upon, or the 
benefits we lay claim to. | 

This would moſt effeCtually ſilence: the caprious 


_ Cavils of our Enemies on every ſide, and more power- 


fully invite them to our Communion thanall other the 
moſt demonſtrative Arguments: when their very 


| 


I hope we are not deſtitute of ſome fſuch-&minent Ex- 
 amples of unfeigned Piety, true Holineſs, and univer- 
ſal Probity. God Almighty increaſe their number 
more, and more : Yet whatſoever may be the effect 
thereof upon other men, this method would moſt un- 
queſtionably enſure our own firmeſt Peace here, and 


everlaſting Salvation hereafter. Herz we keep certainly 


within-ourown bounds, and may moſt ſafely,and profi- 


rably ſpend all our Zeal, while other men pleaſe them- 


ſelves in diverting it abroad .to what they have no 
power over. It ſeems horribly nauſeous to hear men 
quarrel fiercely abour the beſt Church, who live in the 
moſt open defiance to all Religion, and I doubt there 
are too many of all denominations chargeable here- 
with. Yet whatever the caſe of others prove, it will be 
moſt ſafe., and pious to bring it home, and cloſe to our 


. ſelves. Be our Church,or our Profeſſion never fo much 


better than any other, if we benotalſo ſuitably better 


than other men, they will riſe up-in judgment againſt us 


ar the laſt. : 
Bur by a careful and diligent obſervance of its ſacred 
' Preſcriptions we ſhall juſtifie our Reformation 
throughout, put a ſtop to the Reproaches, and ſhame 
the Calumnies of our Adverfaries, and which is the 
Summary of all good intentions, and endeavours,bring 
honour to our great Lord and Maſter, the Authorand 
| Finiſher of our Faith. 


FINIS. 
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